
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

AP WORLD REGION: _______________________ 

SHADE IN THE REGION YOU ARE RESEARCHING ABOVE 

Big ideas 
þ THE THEMES TO FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 

ENV    CDI    GOV    ECN    SIO      TEC 
HUMANS & ENVIRONMENT - CULTURAL DEVELOPMENTS       - GOVERNANCE                         - ECONOMIC SYSTEMS               -  SOCIAL INTERACTIONS  - TECHNOLOGY & INNOVATION 

3 THINGS  

TO KNOW 

1.  

2.  

3.  

AFTER YOU HAVE RESEARCHED THIS TOPIC AND TAKEN NOTES IN THE SPACE ABOVE. SUMMARIZE THE 3 MOST IMPORTANT TAKEAWAYS FROM THIS 
SECTION: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________
__ 

? SAY WHA?!? 
WHEN YOU’RE RESEARCHING & HAVE NO IDEA WHAT THEY’RE TALKING ABOUT… 
WRITE THAT INFO HERE. ASK YOUR TEACHER THIS STUFF LATER TO CLARIFY: 

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
__________________ 

 

YOUR TEACHER RESPONDED WITH: 

____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
____________________________
__ 

Topic: 

vocab 
FOUND A WORD YOU DON’T KNOW? OR A TERM 
THAT MIGHT BE IMPORTANT TO REMEMBER FOR 
THE EXAM? DEFINE THEM HERE: 

1. 

 
 

2.   

 

3.  

 

4.  

 

5.  
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_______________________
_______________________ 
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_______________________
_______________________ 
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_______________________
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             __________________ 
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_______________________ 

             __________________ 
_______________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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___________________________ 

 

RESEARCH: 

COURSE EXAM & DESCRIPTION      SCAN HERE FOR HELP! 

WRITE THE KEY INFO YOU FIND IN YOUR OWN WORDS.  
REMEMBER, THIS IS LITERALLY HOW YOUR BRAIN REMEMBERS THINGS. 

1.5: State Building  
in Africa 

North, West, East, & Southern Africa 

ü 
Ibn Battuta traveled all over Africa; found Islam everywhere he went 

Ibn Battuta  
Notable Islamic world traveler; 
went all over Afro-Eurasia 

Mansa Musa  
Rich Islamic Malian ruler who went on 
an influential pilgrimage to Mecca  

Zimbabwe  
“Stone House” that was the most 
powerful East African Kingdom 

Swahili 
Language/culture mix in Sub-
Saharan Africa=Islam + Bantu 

Griots 
African Oral storytellers, historians 

-some places converted; others resisted (Ethiopia=Christian) 

POLITICAL STRUCTURES in INLAND AFRICA  
-Bantu Migrations spread similar cultures across 
 Sub-Saharan Africa by 1000 CE 
-Included: AGRICLUTURE, IRON-WORKING, LANGUAGE 
-No massive EMPIRES; Kin-Based Networks instead 

-CHIEF: Male Head of the kinship network 
-Some Kingdoms did emerge: Example=HAUSA KINGDOMS 

-7 Loosely connected Kingdoms 
-Part of Trans-Saharan Trade Network 
-Islam arrives in 14th Century (1300s) 

POLITICAL STRUCTURES in WEST & EAST AFRICA  
-East & West BOTH better connected to Trade Networks 
-FOUR Kingdoms emerged: Ghana, Mali, Zimbabwe, Ethiopia 
-GHANA 

-Between the Sahara & the Rain Forest 
-Peaked in the 1000s; GOLD & IVORY trade 
-Traded with Muslim Traders of North Africa 

-MALI 
-Took over for Ghana; SUNDIATA=Founder=LION KING 
-BOOMING Gold Trade; Mansa Musa 

-ZIMBABWE “Stone House” 
-Large Stone structure in Zimbabwe today 
-Traded with Coastal Cities on the Swahili Coast 

-ETHIOPIA -Zanj Rebellion=East African slave revolt 
-“Island” of Christianity in East Africa;  

SOCIAL STRUCTURES in INLAND AFRICA  
-No large empires; ruled by: Kinship, Age, Gender 
-Slavery=POWs, Debtors & Criminals 

CULTURAL LIFE in SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA  
-Griots=Male, Griottes=Female 
-Griots dies=a library burning down 

-This section opens with a quote from Ibn  
then, he doesn’t come up again. Is he important to  
1.5 or is it just one of those things where they pick 
a random quote to put at the beginning?!? 

-Shut your mouth… Ibn Battuta  
is the most important person in 
Unit 1 AND Unit 2… so show some 
respect when you mention GOAT 

Africa is tied to AND influenced by 2 MAJOR Trade Routes: WEST=Trans-Sah. EAST=Indian Oc. 
Mali is the major Empire to know, but there are others like Zimbabwe & Christian Ethiopia 

Trade brought wealth, but more importantly: ISLAM changing the culture to this day. 
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