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qAccording to Islam, Muhammad is God’s 
final messenger and he has delivered God’s 
exact words in the form of the Quran. 
§ In addition to the Quran and Books of 

God, Muslims look to the words and 
deeds of the Prophet Muhammad for 
guidance. 

qThese traditions of Muhammad are found 
in the Hadith and Sunnah. 

qAdditionally, basic practices of Islam are 
outlined in the Five Pillars of Islam and 
over the course of many hundreds of years, 
Muslim scholars have used these various 
sources of religious truth to compile the 
Shariah or Islamic law that regulated public 
and private affairs in the Muslim states. 

q Muhammad began to share his message with the 
people of Mecca after 610. 
§ The message was not well received as it threatened 

Mecca’s traditional role as a pilgrimage 
destination for the polytheistic Arabs. 

q Facing hostility in Mecca, Muhammad led his 
followers to the city of Medina in 622. 
§ Most of the population of Medina accepted 

Muhammad as the Messenger of God and 
converted to the new faith. 

§ The Meccan migrants and the converts of Medina, 
unified under a single faith, now formed the 
Umma, a political and religious union led by 
Muhammad. 

q The conflict with the city of Mecca continued until 630 
when the armies of the Umma successfully defeated 
Mecca. 
§ After this defeat, the Umma led by Muhammad 

continued to expand and by his death in 632, most 
of the Arabian Peninsula was unified under the 
authority of the Umma. 

q After Muhammad’s death leadership of the Umma passed 
to a successor called a caliph in Arabic. 

q Under the first four caliphs, the Umma now known as a 
caliphate continued to expand. 
§ By 661, the caliphate included all of the Arabian 

Peninsula, Persia, Palestine, and Egypt. 
§ While the political authority of the caliphate expanded 

rapidly, religious conversion proceed very slowly. 
q A civil war broke out in the caliphate in 656, this resulted in 

a power shift to a new dynasty of caliphs, the Umayyads 
who ruled from 661 to 750 (Umayyad caliphs remained in 
power in Spain until 1031). 
§ Under the Umayyads the caliphate expanded to 

include all of North Africa, the Iberian Peninsula and 
parts of Central Asia. 

§ The Umayyad government and army was dominated 
by Arabs, however the empire was ethnically diverse. 
• This discrepancy led to unrest and in 750 the 

Umayyad dynasty was overthrown and replaced 
with the Abbasid Caliphate which held the 
position until the last Abbasid Caliph was killed by 
the Mongols in 1258. 
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qThe Abbasid caliphs were 
never able to maintain 
the level of political unity 
or centralized authority of 
the Umayyads. 
§ Abbasid authority 

never extended to 
Iberia and by 969 a 
rival caliphate, the 
Fatimids controlled 
Northern Africa and 
parts of Palestine and 
the Arabian Peninsula. 


