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宋
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

MOVABLE TYPE

GUNPOWDER in WAR

FLAMETHROWERS

PAPER MONEY

(960-1127) (1127-1229)
NORTHERN SONG
THE SONG DYNASTY CAN BE PERFECTLY PREVIEWED CARTOGRAPHICALLY…

SOUTHERN SONG

KAIFENG

HUANGZHOU

宋§ THEY LOSE THE TRADITIONAL CHINESE 
HOMELAND (ALONG THE YELLOW RIVER)

§ LOST TO INVADING JIN (JURCHEN)
§ 60% OF CHINA’S POPULATION=SOUTH
§ REMEMBERED FOR CULTURAL/ECON. DOMINANCE
§ POLITICALLY, THEY  CONTINUE TO SHRINK UNTIL…



(I’M NOT CALLING YOU STUPID.  THIS IS AN ALLUSION TO THE FAMOUS LINE USED DURING BILL CLINTON’s RUN FOR THE PRESIDENCY IN 1992.)

§ TECHNOLOGICAL CHANGES SPURRED ECONOMIC BOOM
HISTORY’S 1ST PAPER $$$

§ USED ALONSIDE COINS
§ APPEARED IN LATE 900s
§ STATE GOV’t STEPPED IN & 

ISSUED PAPER MONEY IN 
THE TANG DYNASTY

1ST USE OF COAL FOR FUEL
§ NOT JUST TO HEAT HOMES
§ MANY INDUSTRIES USED IT
§ BY END OF SONG, IT WAS 

THE MAIN FUEL IN KILNS & 
FURNACES

1ST WRITTEN FORMULA FOR 
GUNPOWDER

§ TANG MENTIONED IT
§ SONG WROTE IT DOWN

1ST MOVABLE TYPE
§ TANG=WOODBLOCK PRINT.
§ SONG=MOVABLE PRINT.

SONG JIAOZI WAS THE 
WORLD’s FIRST PAPER $$$

MORE RESPECTED & SOPHISTICATED
§ PREVIOUS, CONFUCIANS SAW 

TRADE AS A FRUITLESS TASK USED 
TO GAIN WEALTH AND POWER

§ MADE MERCHANT GUILDS
§ MADE JOINT STOCK CO.

§ COMMON PERSONS WEALTH INCRE.
§ TRADED WITH FOREIGN EMPIRES

§ CALIPHATES, INDIA, AFRICA
§ GRAND CANAL FLOURISHED
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§ 1. GOV POLICY= YOU CLEAR THE LAND, 
YOU GET TO KEEP IT!

§ 2. GOV SPONSORED 10ks IRRIGAT.
§ 3. NEW STEEL=BETTER PLOUGH
§ 4. CHAMPA RICE FROM VIETNAM (60 DAYS)

§ DROUGHT RESISTANCE, 3x OUTPUT
§ COTTON/SUGAR INTRODUCED; TEA 3x

§ POPULATION 2x!!!
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BY THE SONG DYNASTY IN 1200, CHINESE BELIEFS ARE INFORMED BY THE AGGREGATE OF THE:

THREE TEACHINGSTHREE TEACHINGS

THREE LAUGHS AT THE TIGER BROOK, 12TH CENTURY, SONG DYNASTY

THREE SAGES (CONF, DAO, & 
BUDDHIST) WERE WALKING 
AND LOST TRACK OF TIME AND 
REALIZED HOW FAR THEY HAD 
GONE WHEN THEY CROSSED 
THE TIGER BROOK. ALL THREE 
HAD A GOOD LAUGH ABOUT IT. 

MORAL: POPULARIZED IN 
THE SONG DYNASTY, SHOWS 
HOW ALL THREE BELIEFS 
LIVED HARMONIOUSLY WITH 
ONE ANOTHER.



BY THE SONG DYNASTY IN 1200, CHINESE BELIEFS ARE INFORMED BY THE AGGREGATE OF THE:

THREE TEACHINGSTHREE TEACHINGS
FOR AP WORLD, YOU DON’T NEED TO CONVERT TO THESE BELIEF SYSTEMS, BUT YOU SHOULD KNOW THE BASICS:

“THE VINEGAR TASTERS”
EACH OF THESE PHILOSOPHERS HAVE A DIFFERENT 
REACTION BASED ON THEIR BELIEFS ON LIFE:
CONFUCIUS: LIFE IS SOUR Z& REQUIRES RULES TO CORRECT.
LAOZU: LIFE IS SWEET DUE TO PERFECT BALANCE IN NATURE.
BUDDHA: LIFE IS BITTER, FULL OF SUFFERING DUE TO DESIRES

§ BASED ON TEACHINGS OFà
§ FAILED BUREAUCRAT
§ TOURED CHINA TEACHING

HIS 77 DISCIPLES
§ MAIN GOAL:

§ BECOME A JUNZI
§ IDEAL PERSON

§ SEEK KNOWLEDGE
§ SELF-CULTIVATION

§ BECOME A 
BETTER PERSON

§ STUDY!!!!!!!!!!
§ FILIAL PIETY: RESPECT

FOR ELDERS
§ MUTUAL LOYALTY & 
§ RESPECT ACROSS

5 RELATIONSHIPS
§ MERITOCRACY
§ CIVIL SERVICE

EXAM BASED
ON KUNG FU-TZE’S TEACHINGS 

§ BY THE SONG, NEO-CONFUCIANISM=#1
§ NEO=NEW; REVIVAL OF CONFUCIANISM
§ CONF=TOO LITERAL, MEMORIZATION…
§ COUNTERED POWER OF BUDD & DAOISM
§ BORROWED IN METAPHYSICAL FROM à
§ MEDITATION, AFTERLIFE, THE WAY(DAO)
§ USED ON CIV SERV EXAM UNTIL 1905

§ ALTERNATIVE TO ß
§ TRADITIONAL BELIEFS: 

NATURE, HARMONY
§ LIVE IN HARMONY WITH 

THE DAO/TAO (THE WAY)
§ NATURE=DIVINE POWER
§ TAO TE CHING=27 PAGES
§ ONLY SAYS WHAT THE 

DAO IS NOT
§ HUMILITY
§ FRUGALITY
§ BE LIKE WATER…

§ SIDDHARTHA GAUTAMA
§ MODERN DAY NEPAL

§ KSHATRIYA CASTE
§ BORN A PRINCE

§ AT 29, WITNESSED 
§ SICKNESS
§ AGING
§ DEATH

§ DEDICATED REST OF 
LIFE TO PUTTING AN 
END TO SUFFERING:

§ REACHED 
ENLIGHTENMENT
UNDER BODHI TREE

§ 4 NOBLE TRUTHS:
§ 1. EVERYTHING IS SUFFERING
§ 2. SUFFERING FROM DESIRES
§ 3. END DESIRES… END SUFF.
§ 4. HOW? FOLLOW 8-FOLD PTH
§ SILK ROADàCHINA

THREE SCHOOLS
There’s waaay more than 3. Imagine narrowing Christianity 
to just 3 branches. These are three important schools. 

THERAVADA MAHAYANA CHAN
The “Lesser Vehicle”
To reach Nirvana; 
become a 
monk & 
meditate.

The ”Greater 
Vehicle”. Buddha 

seen as a 
savior. More
accessible to 
the people.

AKA Zen. 
Chinese 
Branch of 
ßMahayana.  

Spread to 
Korea & Japan



BY THE SONG DYNASTY IN 1200, CHINESE BELIEFS ARE INFORMED BY THE AGGREGATE OF THE:

THREE TEACHINGSTHREE TEACHINGS

CONFUCIUS HANDING OVER INFANT GAUTAMA BUDDHA TO AN ELDERLY LAO TZU
ALTHOUGH ALL THREE FOUNDERS WERE AROUND AT ROUHGLY THE SAME TIME, THIS IMAGE WAS RETCONNED IN THE LATER 
QING (THE FINAL CHINESE DYNASTY) TO SHOW THE SIMILARITIES AND HARMONIES BETWEEN THESE SCHOOLS OF THOUGHT.



BY THE SONG DYNASTY IN 1200, CHINESE BELIEFS ARE INFORMED BY THE AGGREGATE OF THE:

THREE TEACHINGSTHREE TEACHINGS

IN THE 1800s, IT WAS SAID THAT “IF FRANCE SNEEZES, EUROPE 
CATCHES A COLD.” BUT IN EAST ASIA? REPLACE FRANCE WITH 
CHINA. “WHEN CHINA SNEEZES, EAST ASIA CATCHES A COLD.”



BY THE SONG DYNASTY IN 1200, CHINESE BELIEFS ARE INFORMED BY THE AGGREGATE OF THE:

THREE TEACHINGSTHREE TEACHINGS
BRUCE LEE WAS A LEGENDARY 
MARTIAL ARTIST AND FILM STAR 
IN THE 20TH CENTURY FROM 
CHINA. HE WAS AN ATHEIST BUT 
STUDIED PHILOSOPHIES LIKE 
DAOISM… 

HERE’S SOME WORDS OF ADVICE:
STATUE OF 
BRUCE LEE IN 
HONG KONG

YIN/YANG FEATURED 
IN JEET KUNE DO 
(LEE’S MMA STYLE)



BY THE SONG DYNASTY IN 1200, CHINESE BELIEFS ARE INFORMED BY THE AGGREGATE OF THE:

THREE TEACHINGSTHREE TEACHINGS

ACCORDING TO LEGEND, THE TWO FOUNDERS OF
DAOISM & CONFUCIANISM DID MEET. LAOZI (ß) 
WAS ALLEGEDLY NOT IMPRESSED… CONFUCIUSà
ENDED UP CALLING LAOZI “AN OLD DRAGON”…

THIS CLIP SHOWS CONFUCIUS REACHING OUT
TO LAOZI FOR ADVICE IN A DREAM… SEE IF 

THE ADVICE SOUNDS FAMILIAR…



WE CAN’T LEAVE THE SONG DYNASTY WITHOUT TALKING ABOUT ONE OTHER THING…

FOOTBINDINGFOOTBINDING

FINAL 
TANG 

EMPEROR

§ ß BEGAN WITH LAST TANG EMPEROR 
§ BUILT 6 FEET TALL LOTUS FLOWERà
§ HAD CONCUBINE WRAP HER FEET 

& DANCE ON PETALS
§ UPPER-CLASS WOMEN COPIED
§ CAME TO PROMINENCE IN SONG DYNASTY
§ IDEAL LENGTH (THE GOLDEN LOTUS)=3 in.
§ SONG BINDING WAS DIFFERENT

§ BIG TOE LEFT POINTING UP
§ BANNED BY QING; 
§ FINALLY STOPPED IN 1912 

(LAST SHOE COMPANY 
CLOSED IN 1999)

1929 SURVEY
-98% BORN BEFORE 
1910 WERE BOUND

-5% BORN AFTER
1910 BOUND
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THE MONGOLS                         GET THEIR
OWN SECTION                          IN THE NEXT
UNIT (2.2). SO,                            WE WILL 
COME BACK                                TO THEM 
LATER ON…



明
1368-1644

YUAN PROBLEMS:
§ DISCRIMINATED THE HAN CHINESE
§ YELLOW RIVER FLOODING (MANDAT
§ REBELLIONS…
ZHU YUANZHANGà

§ PEASANT; FAMILY DIED
IN A PLAGUE

§ JOINED REBELLION
§ ROSE TO THE LEADER
§ CAPTURED NANJING
§ CAPTURED BEIJING
§ NEW TITLE: HONGWU

EMPERORI HATE SUMMARIZING WHOLE EMPIRES WITH ONE GUY… BUT…

§ 3RD MING EMPEROR (1368-1398)
§ 1. HE KILLED OFF THE HEIR TO HONGWU

§ CHALLENGERS KILLED BY 1,000 CUTS
§ 2. HE WAS A BUDDHIST

§ CLOSE TIES TO TIBET
§ 3. HE PROMOTED CONFUCIANISM

§ WROTE THE ENCYCLOPEDIA
§ 23,000 CHAPTERS OF CHINESE KNOWL.

§ ONLY 3.5% REMAINS (OPIUM WARS)
§ 4. REBUILT THE GRAND CANAL
§ 5. MOVED CAPITAL TO BEIJING
§ 6. BUILT THE FORBIDDEN CITY
§ 7. SPONSORED ZHENGHEà
§ 8. REBUILT THE GREAT WALL

§ ADMIRAL OF THE MING FLEET
§ SAILED AS FAR AS AFRICA
§ 1ST VOYAGE=1405

§ 18 YEARS BEFORE HENRY
§ ENDS AFTER HIS DEATH (1435)
§ CHINA BECOMES ISOLATED
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918-1392§ UNIFIED THE “THREE KINGDOMS” OF KOREA C. 925
§ ROOT FOR THE WORD “KOREA”

§ ORIGINALLY, GO (“HIGH”) + GURU (“WALLED CITY”)
§ KOREA INTRODUCED TO WEST BY ARABS MERCHANTS c. 900

§ DUE TO PROXIMITY WITH CHINA, TOOK ON MANY CHINESE TRAITS:
§ 1. CIVIL SERVICE EXAM (CALLED THE GWAGEO IN KOREAN)

§ REPLACED THE “BONE-RANK SYSTEM” (ARISTOCRACY)
§ MEASURED KNOWLEDGE OF CHINESE CLASSICS 

(CONFUCIAN, HISTORY, MEDICINE, POETRY, ETC.)
§ HIGHEST SCORES DOMINATED GORYEON GOV’T

§ AS NEO-CONFUCIANISM SWEPT CHINA
§ GORYEO ADDED CONCEPTS TO THEIR GWAGEO

§ 2. COPIED CHINESE CERAMIC/PORCELAIN STYLES 
§ 3. CHINESE WOODBLOCK & MOVABLE TYPE PRINTING

§ OLDEST PRINTED BOOK IN EXISTENCE=GORYEO
§ 4. BUDDHISM ARRIVED FROM CHINA & THRIVED

§ GOR. BUDDHISTS & CONFUCIANS EVEN FOUGHT!



RE-ENACTMENT OF THE IMPERIAL 
GWAGEO IN SEOUL 2018



§ GREEN POTTERY 
STYLE THAT 
ORIGINATED IN 
CHINA BUT SPREAD 
TO THE GORYEO



KOREAN 
COLLECTION OF 
THE TRIPITAKA

(BUDDHIST SCRIPTURES).
CARVED ONTO 81,258 WOODEN

BLOCKS DURING THE GORYEO DYNASTY. 
LINED UP END TO END, THEY ARE 37 mi. LONG &        
WEIGH 280 TONS. ORIGINAL SET DESTROYED BY 

THE MONGOLS IN 1232. IT REMAINS THE MOST COMPLETE & 
ACCURATE COLLECTION OF BUDDHIST SCRIPTURES ON THE 
PLANET. CHIINESE, JAPANESE, & TAIWANESE BASE THEIR 

VERSIONS OF THE TRIPITAKA ON THE TRIPITAKA KOREANA.



§ COLLECTION OF BUDDHIST TEACHINGS
§ PRINTED IN 1377 (78 YEARS BEFORE GUTENB.)

§ BOUGHT BY FRENCH MERCHANT; REMAINS IN FRANCE TODAY
§ 2ND EDITION; IT IS IN THE NAT’L LIBRARY OF FRANCE

§ LITERALLY THE ONLY COPY OF THIS BOOK STILL AROUND
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§ GENGHIS KHAN DEMANDS TRIBUTE IN 1225
§ GORYEO KILLED THE EMISSARIES

§ INVASIONS 1-6: MONGOLS WITHDRAW!!!!!!!
§ 7TH INVASION: MONGOLS WIN! 

§ GORYEO MAINTAINED SOVEREIGN POWER 
& TRADITIONAL KOREAN CULTURE

§ GORYEO KING HAD TO MARRY A MONGOL 
PRINCESS & WAS VASSAL TO THE KHAN

§ OUTCOMES:
§ EVERY WOODEN BUILDING=DESTROYED 

§ EVEN THE 1ST TRIPITAKA KOREANA!
§ KUBLAI KHAN WAS PSYCHED (EVEN THE

TANG COULDN’T CONQUER KOREA!)
§ GORYEO KING MARRIED KK’s 

DAUGHTER!
§ VASSAL OF THE YUAN FOR 80 YEARS
§ SOME GORYEO KINGS WERE EVEN 

RAISED AT THE YUAN COURT
§ MONGOLS USED KOREAN LABOR TO 

BUILD SHIPS IN PREPARATION FOR THEIR
INVASIONS OF (SPOILER) JAPAN IN 1274 





POWER IN JAPAN HAD BEEN HELD BY THE EMPEROR.

FOLLOWING A CIVIL WAR IN 1185, POWER 
WAS TRANSFERRED TO THE MINAMOTO 
CLAN.  

MINAMOTO NO 
YORITOMO, 
FIRST SHOGUN

(1147-1199)

§ CAPITAL MOVED TO
KAMAKURA

§ SHOGUN=REAL POWER
§ RULED FEUDAL STATE
§ APPOINTED LOCAL

RULERS
§ EMPEROR HAD 

NOMINAL POWER
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THERE ARE SOME REMARKABLE SIMILARITIES BETWEEN EUROPEAN AND JAPANESE FEUDALISM:



Dear Japan,
Cherished by the Mandate of Heaven, the Great Mongol emperor 
sends this letter to the king of Japan. The sovereigns of small 
countries, sharing borders with each other, have for a long time 
been concerned to communicate with each other and become 
friendly. Especially since my ancestor governed at heaven's 
command, innumerable countries from afar disputed our power 
and slighted our virtue. Goryeo (Korea) rendered thanks for my 
ceasefire and for restoring their land and people when I ascended 
the throne. Our relation is feudatory like a father and son. We 
think you already know this. Goryeo (Korea) is my eastern 
tributary. Japan was allied with Goryeo (Korea) and sometimes 
with China since the founding of your country; however, Japan 
has never dispatched ambassadors since my ascending the 
throne. We are afraid that the Kingdom is yet to know this. Hence 
we dispatched a mission with our letter particularly expressing 
our wishes. Enter into friendly relations with each other from now 
on. We think all countries belong to one family. How are we in the 
right, unless we comprehend this? Nobody would wish to resort 
to arms.

Sincerely, 
Kublai Khan
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