




All about us is an iron wilderness; a bare and black shining beach of 
heated volcanic stones… a vast bed and banks of rusty and basaltic 
bluish rocks… stubborn as heavy matter, as iron and sounding like bell 
metal; lying out eternally under the sand-driving desert wind…



PRE-ISLAMIC ARABIA
§ FEW LARGE CITIES: 

§ TIED TO THE BEDOUINS
§ MOST IMPT=MECCA (BELOW)

§ FOUNDING CLAN=UMAYYAD
§ TRIBE=QURAYSH

§ CLAIM TO FAME=   KA’ABA
§ MOST REVERED PRE-

ISLAMIC SHRINE

§ KA’ABA (CONTINUED)
§ SITE OF ENFORCED
§ POLYTHEISTIC CENTER

§ MAIN GOD=ALLAH 
§ SYMBOL

§ MATRILINEAL SOCIETY
§ MEN=“ON THE MOVE”

§ NO VEIL/SECLUSION
§ LATER PERSIAN TRAD.



Abū al-Qāsim Muḥammad ibn Abd Allāh ibn Abd al-Muṭṭalib ibn Hāshim
(Father of Kasim, Muhammad servant of Allah son of Muttalib, Destroyer of Evil)

MUHAMMAD
PRAISEWORTHY, PROPHET, ANNOUNCER, WITNESS, WARNER, the LIGHT GIVING LAMP (PBUH)

§ BORN INTO THIS WORLD:
§ NOMADIC CLANS
§ BLOOD FEUDS
§ POLYTHEISM

§ &
FOUGHT FOR TRADE ROUTES

§ MERCHANT TRAVEL HAD 
BROUGHT MONOTHEISM
§ CHRISTIANITY/JUDAISM

§ BORN IN 570 INTO A 
PROMINENT MECCAN FAM

§ LIVED WITH BEDOUINS 
FOR EARLY YEARS
§ HEALTHIER
§ STRONGER

§ RAISED BY PATERNAL UNCLE
§ LEARNED TO BE A 

MERCHANT
§ WORKED FOR KHADIJAH

§ OLDER, WIDOW
§ GREW TIRED OF 

MERCHANT LIFE VALUES
§ MEDITATED IN HIRA CAVE ON JABAL AL NOUR
§ VISITED BY ANGEL JABRIL



ARABS & ISLAM MOTIVES FOR
CONQUEST§ INITIALLY, ISLAM=ARAB RELIGION

§ ONE GOD (ALLAH)
§ NOT BEHOLDEN TO ANY TRIBE/CLAN

§ MORE EGALITARIAN THAN OTHER MONO.
§ NO INTERMEDIARIES
§ NO SAINTS
§ ANGELS =MESSENGERS ONLY

§ UMMAH=COMMUNITY OF THE FAITHFUL
§ TRIBAL CIVIL WARS ENDED
§ ENERGIES CHANNELED OUTWARD

§ PROVIDED ETHICAL/MORAL/LEGAL
§ SHARIA LAW=LAW CODE (QUDI)

§ NO PRIESTS

§ 1. ISLAMIC UNITY
§ PROVIDED UNITY TO REGION 

DIVIDED BY WAR AND FOREIGN 
RULERS FOR CENTURIES

§ 2. BEDOUIN HERITAGE
§ LARGE PART OF CULTURE WAS TRIBAL 

CONFLICT

§ 3. WEALTH (ARAB WRITER)
§ “THE BEDOUINS FORSOOK THEIR LIFE AS DESERT 

NOMADS NOT OUT OF RELIGIOUS REWARDS, BUT 
BECAUSE OF A ‘YEARNING AFTER BREAD AND DATES’”

§ 4. MISCONCEPTIONS
§ NOT TO SPREAD ISLAM

§ GAINED TAX FROM NON 
BELIEVERS/WOULD HAVE TO SHARE LOOT

§ NOT JIHADS (HOLY WAR)
§ INTENTIONALLY DID NOT CONVERT 

PEOPLE IN NEW LANDS

KHALID IBN al-WALID-KNOWN AS “THE SWORD OF ALLAH”, WALID FOUGHT IN OVER 100 
BATLES UNDER MUHAMMAD AND HIS SUCCESSORS UNITING ARABIA, AND DEFEATING 
BOTH SASSANIAN PERSIANS (TAKING DAMASCUS) & THE BYZANTINES. 

“SUBMIT TO ISLAM & BE SAFE. OR, PAY THE JIZYA 
(TAX) AND YOU AND YOUR PEOPLE WILL BE UNDER 
OUR PROTECTION, ELSE YOU WILL HAVE ONLY 
YOURSELF TO BLAME FOR THE CONSEQUENCES, 
FOR I BRING THE MEN WHO DESIRE DEATH AS 
ARDENTLY AS YOU DESIRE LIFE.”



ملاسلإا ناكرأ



QURAYSH TRIBE
ABD MANAF 
IBN QUSAI

ATIKAH 
BINT MURAH

MUTTALIBBARRAABD 
SHAMS

HALA HASHIM SALMA 
BINT AMR

ABD 
MUTTALIB

ABD ALLAH ABI TALIB HAMZA AL ABBAS*AMINAH

MUHAMMAD
(PBUH)

KHADIJA 
BINT KHUWAYLID

ABD ALLAH

ALI BIN ABD 
ALLAH

MUHAMMAD
AL IMAM
ABBASID 
FOUNDER

ALI  
4TH CALIPH

RUQAYYAH FATIMA 
ZAHRA

SHI’A ISLAM 
DERIVES 

FROM HERE

UTHMAN 
3RD CALIPH

AFFAN IBN 
ABI AL AS

ABU AL AS

UMAYYA*
IBN ABD SHAMS

HARB

ABI 
SUFYAN

MUAWIYAH
UMAYYAD 
FOUNDER
5TH CALIPH

THE 1ST & 2ND CALIPHS WERE MUHAMMAD’S FATHER-IN-LAWS (NOT KHADIJA’S FATHER)



ةَّیوِمَُلأٱُ ةَفلاخِلَْا ةَّیسِاَّبَعلْٱُ ةَفلاخِلْٱ ةٍَبُطرُْقُ ةَفَلاَخِ
§ “SONS OF UMAYYAH*”
§ AFTER MUHAMMAD’S DEATH, THERE 

WERE THE 4 RIGHTLY GUIDED
CALIPHS (RASHIDUN CALIPHATE)

§ ENDED WITH THE FIRST FITNA 
(CIVIL WAR) WHEN THE 3RD CALIPH
WAS MURDERED… 4TH CALIPH=ALI

§ SUNNI/SHI’A SPLIT
§ UMAYYADS MOVE TO DAMASCUS
§ ARAB DOMINATED
§ TOLERANT OF THE DHIMMI (PEOPLE OF 

THE BOOK)
§ CALIPH BECAME MORE OF A KING

§ MAWALIS (NON-ARAB MUSLIMS) 
FOUGHT FOR ACCEPTANCE

§ ABBASIDS WERE ‘FRONTIER
WARRIORS’ WHO INVADED

LIST OF LARGEST EMPIRES EVER!
NAME (SQ. MILES)              PEAK YEAR
1. BRITISH EMPIRE (13.7 MILL)    1920
2. MONGOL EMPIRE (9.3 MILL)    1309
3. RUSIAN EMPIRE (8.8 MILL)      1895
4. QING DYNASTY (5.7 MILL)       1790
5. SPANISH EMPIRE (5.3 MILL)    1810
6. FRENCH COLONIAL (4.4 MILL) 1920
7. UMAYYAD CALIPH. (4.3 MILL)    720

§ TRACED ROUTES THROUGH ABBAS*
§ DIVERSE CONFEDERACY OF MUSLIM

GROUPS (INCLUDING SHI’A)
§ DEFEATED THE UMAYYADS
§ INVITED THEM TO A 

“RECONCILIATION BANQUET”
§ RED WEDDING-ED THEM

§ SOME ESCAPED TO SPAINà
§ ABBASIDS WERE SUNNI

§ TURNED ON THE SHI’A WHO HAD
HELPED THEM COME TO POWER

§ REMOVED WALL BETWEEN ARABS AND
THE MAWALI

§ ALL ARE NOW EQUAL IN ISLAM
§ DOMINATED BY THE PERSIANS:
§ “THE PERSIANS RULED FOR 1000 YEARS AND DID 

NOT NEED US ARABS EVEN FOR A DAY… WE HAVE 
BEEN RULING HTEM FOR ONE OR TWO CENTURES 
AND CANNOT DO WITHOUT THEM FOR AN HOUR.”

750-1258661-750
BAGHDAD

756-1031

§ AFTER INITIAL UMAYYAD 
CONQUERING OF IBERIA, RULER IN 
CORDOBA WAS GRANTED THE 
TITLE OF EMIR (“COMMANDER”) OF 
IBERIA

§ FOLLOWING THE ABBASID 
REVOLUTION, THE EMIR OF 
CORDOBA TOOKTHE TITLE OF 
“CALIPH” (REFUSING TO 
RECOGNIZE THE ABBASIDS)

§ REMEMBERED AS THE CULTURAL
CAPITAL OF EUROPE DURING THIS 
TIME (LIBRARY, UNIVERSITY, 
PALACES, MOSQUES, ETC.)



DECLINING ROLE OF WOMEN 
§ THE HAREM (“A SACRED PLACE”)

§ BECAME AN INSTITUTION UNDER THE 
ABBASIDS

§ DERIVES FROM QURANIC SOURCE 
DESCRIBING MUHAMMAD‘S HOUSE 
(SEPERATED MEN & WOMEN BY A CURTAIN) 

§ BY ABBASID TIMES, WOMEN WERE
REMOVED FROM ALL COMMUNITY AFFAIRS 
(UNLIKE IN MUH.‘S TIME) 

§ UM/ABB CONQUEST BROUGHT SLAVES
§ HAREM HELD WIVES/CONCUBINES OF 

CALIPH (PROTECTED BY EUNUCHS)

§ PURDAH (SECLUSION)
§ LITERALLY, “CURTAIN”

§ 1. PHYSICAL SEGREGATION
§ 2. COVERING (HIJAB)

AND SAY TO THE BELIEVING WOMEN THAT THEY SHOULD LOWER THEIR GAZE 
AND GUARD THEIR PRIVATE PARTS; THAT THEY SHOULD NOT DISPLAY THEIR 
BEAUTY AND ORNAMENTS EXCEPT WHAT (MUST ORDINARILY) APPEAR 
THEREOF.   -QURAN 24:31



NOMADIC INCURSION &
THE END OF THE CALIPHATE

§ CALIPHS TOO 
PREOCCUPIED TO RULE

§ HINTERLAND BROKE AWAY
§ REGIONAL POWERS 

SUPPLANTED ABB. POWER
§ CALIPHS BECAME PUPPET 

TO PERSIAN ADVISORS
§ TURKS TO THE EASTà
§ ßTO THE WEST…
§ CRUSADERS ATTEMPTED 

TO RETAKE HOLY LAND
§ (WE’LL REVISIT WHEN 

WE TALK EUROPE)





THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. IT’S WHAT 
YOU SHOULD FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 

THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. IT’S WHAT 
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BASED ON MODELSKI’S 2003 ESTIMATES (OTHER MODELS VARY)





There is none more learned than [Baghdad]’s scholars,
Better informed than their traditionalists, 
More perspicuous than their grammarians, 
More accurate than their readers, 
More skillful than their physicians, 
More melodious than their singers, 
More delicate than their craftsmen,
More literate than their scribes,  

More lucid than their logicians, 
More devoted than their worshippers
More pious than their ascetics, 
More juridical than their judges, 
More eloquent than their preachers, 
More poetic than their poets, 
More reckless than their rakes

Ya’qubi, Abbasid Historian c. 850, Description of Baghdad 



§ LITERALLY, “GIFT OF GOD”; THIS IS 
NOT THE BAGHDAD OF ANCIENT 
HISTORY… WE ARE PICKING UP IN 
THE YEAR 1200…

§ BY 1200, BAGHDAD HAD BEEN 
INVADED 5x IN THE PAST 400 YEARS…  

§ IBN BATTUTA WAS NOT IMPRESSED WHEN HE 
WAS HERE IN 1326… (SEE THE QUOTE)
§ HE ACTUALLY BYPASSED THE CITY WHEN 

HE 1ST WENT THROUGH THE REGION
§ WHY WOULD THE G.O.A.T. OF WORLD TRAVEL 

SKIP A CITY LIKE BAGHDAD?

"Her outward [features] have 
departed and nothing remains of 
her but the name ... There is no 
beauty in her that arrests the eye, 
or summons the busy passer-by to 
forget his business and to gaze." -
IBN BATTUTA
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Dear Baghdad,

At the time of the conquest of the Castles of the Heretics 
(Khwarezmian Empire a Turkic slave empire like the Mamluks, 
ruling over most of Iran & Central Asia), we sent envoys to you 
seeking for reinforcements. You replied that you were our 
subordinate, yet you did not send troops.  Even though your 
family is august and venerable and your house has experienced 
rule and fortune, yet Could the moon have shone so brightly That 
it eclipsed the blazing sun?

If you do not heed our advice and intend to oppose and resist us, 
ready your army and choose the battlefield, for we are prepared 
and girded for battle. When I lead my army against Baghdad in 
fury, whether you hide in the heavens or on earth
I will bring you down from the spinning spheres;
I will toss you in the air like a lion.
I will leave no one alive in your realm;
I will burn your city and your lands.
If you wish to spare yourself and your venerable family, listen to 
my advice with the ear of intelligence. If you do not, you will see 
what God has willed.

Sincerely, 
Hulagu Khan, 1257





I’VE PROBABLY ONLY MENTIONED THIS 1,000,000 TIMES, BUT… 

I HAVE A 
YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL!

THIS
VIDEO
MIGHT 
HELP 
HERE



(n)- “PROPERTY”, ARABIC DESIGNATION FOR SLAVES

CAIRO

§ MAMLUKS WERE SLAVES TRAINED IN ONE OF THESE:
§ MARTIAL ARTS, COURT ETIQUETTE, SCIENCES
§ ONCE TRAINED… THEY WERE FREED.
§ REMAINED LOYAL TO/SERVE THEIR MASTER

§ REFERRED TO MASTERS AS “FATHER”
§ MOSTLY MADE UP OF TURKS, CUMINS & KIPCHAKS

§ LOUIS IX OF FRANCE INVADED DURING THE 7TH CRUSADE
§ MAMLUKS WON; CAPTURED LOUIS; RANSOMED HIM

§ 400,000 LIVRES (1/3 OF FRANCE’S GDP IN 1250)
§ EGYPTIAN SULTAN DIED PRIOR TO THE 

CRUSADE (WIFE BECAME SULTANA)
§ SHE MARRIED MAMLUK LEADER

§ MAMLUK SULTANATE RULED EGYPT 
FROM 1250-1517
§ CONTROLLED THE TRADE OF 

COTTON AND SUGAR BETWEEN 
THE ISLAMIC WORLD AND EUROPE

§ MAMLUKS ARE THE POWER IN EGYPT 
UNTIL THE EARLY MODERN PERIOD
§ MAMLUK CAVALRY WAS NO MATCH 

FOR THE OTTOMAN ARTILLERY
§ MAMLUKS REMAINED RULING 

CLASS UNDER OTTOMAN RULE
§ MAMLUKS=OTTOM. VASSALS
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Dear Mamluks,

From the King of Kings of the East and West, the Great Khan. To 
Qutuz the Mamluk, who fled to escape our swords. You should 
think of what happened to other countries and submit to us. You 
have heard how we have conquered a vast empire and have 
purified the earth of the disorders that tainted it. We have 
conquered vast areas, massacring all the people. You cannot 
escape from the terror of our armies. Where can you flee? What 
road will you use to escape us? Our horses are swift, our arrows 
sharp, our swords like thunderbolts, our hearts as hard as the 
mountains, our soldiers as numerous as the sand. Fortresses will 
not detain us, nor armies stop us. Your prayers to God will not 
avail against us. We are not moved by tears nor touched by 
lamentations. Only those who beg our protection will be safe. 
Hasten your reply before the fire of war is kindled. Resist and you 
will suffer the most terrible catastrophes. We will shatter 
your mosques and reveal the weakness of your God and then will 
kill your children and your old men together. At present you are 
the only enemy against whom we have to march.

Sincerely, 
Hulagu Khan, 1260



CUT THE 
MONGOL 

ENVOYS BY 
“HALVING THEM 
AT THE WAIST” 

AND THEN 
DISPLAYING 

THEIR HEADS 
ON THE OLD 

CITY GATE OF 
CAIRO…

*** OK. SO. THERE 
WERE ONLY 6 
ENVOYS… I GOT A 
LITTLE CARRIED 
AWAY WITH THE 
HEADS… BUT.. .YOU 
GET THE POINT…



§ THE FRENCH CRUSADER STATE 
OF ACRE (SEE MAP) SIDED WITH 
THE MAMLUKS. (POPE’S ORDERS)

§ MAMLUKS USED THE MONGOL
TACTIC OF FEIGNED RETREAT

§ MAMLUKS WIN THE BATTLE…
§ MONGOLS RETURNED YEARS 

LATER… BUT, LOST AGAIN
§ MONGOL CIVIL WARS 

PREVENTED THEIR RETURN…



"I arrived ... at the city of Cairo, mother of cities ... 
mistress of broad provinces and fruitful lands, 
boundless in multitude of buildings, peerless in 
beauty and splendor. She [Cairo] surges as the 
waves of the sea with her throngs of folk & can 
scarce contain them..." -IBN BATTUTA

1572 MAP OF THE CITY OF CAIRO BY GERMAN CARTOGRAPHERS

§ FALL OF BAGHDAD IN 1258:CAIRO 
BECAME THE INTEL/CULT/ECON 
CAPITAL OF THE ISLAMIC WORLD

§ NILE PROVIDES SOIL FOR AGRICULTURE
§ IBN BATTUTA (ABOVE) WAS HERE WHEN THE 

BUBONIC PLAGUE STRUCK IN 1347





NOTICE ANYTHING 
FAMILIAR ON THIS MAP?



ISFAHAN

§ ORGHUZ TURKS THAT ORIGINATED FROM 
BETWEEN THE CASPIAN & ARAL SEAS

§ BEGAN TO MOVE SOUTH DUE TO 
INTERACTIONS WITH OTHER TRIBES…
§ CAME INTO DIRECT CONTACT w/ISLAM

§ SELJUQ (LEADER OF THE SELJUKS) 
CONVERTED TO ISLAM IN 985 CE
§ CONQUERED GHAZNAVIDS c. 1050

§ SELJUKS MIXED WITH LOCAL POPULAT.
§ BLENDED PERSIAN/TURKIC 

TRADITIONS WITH SUNNI ISLAM
§ CULTURAL CONTRIBUTIONS:

§ 1ST MADRASAS (“A PLACE WHERE LEARNING TAKES PLACE”)

§ FORMAL ISLAMIC SCHOOLS
§ FARSI (NEW PERSIAN) BECAME THE 

OFFICIAL LANGUAGE OF RECORD
§ POPULARIZED TITLE SULTAN

§ TAKEN FROM THE GHAZNAVIDS
§ CATALYST FOR THE CRUSADES (SEE 1.6)



AS THE CALIPHATES FRAGMENTED INTO MORE REGIONAL KINGDOMS/ 
SULTANATES, THE ISLAMIC WORLD FROM 1200-1450 IS MOST KNOWN 
FOR TRADE (WE WILL REVISIT IN UNIT 2: NETWORKS OF EXCHANGE) AND: 

YOU WILL BE ASSIGNED ONE OF THE PEOPLE/IDEAS/BUILDINGS ETC. OF 

WE WILL BE HOLDING A TOURNAMENT TO DETERMINE WHICH INNOVATOR 
INVENTION, IDEA, BUILDING, ETC. HAS THE GREATEST IMPACT ON WORLD 
HISTORY IN A TOURNAMENT WE ARE CALLING:



HOUSE OF WISDOM CORDOBA LIBRARY

PAPER/BOOKMAKINGGEOMETRIC DESIGNS

AGRICULTURE NAVIGATION

AL KHWARIZMISCIENTIFIC METHOD

CARTOGRAPHY

HOSPITALSAL RAZI

IBN SINA NASIR AL DIN TUSI

A’ISHA AL-BA’UNIYYA RUMI

IBN KHALDUN


































