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(n)-THE RECIPROCAL LEGAL & MILITARY OBLIGATIONS AMONG THE THREE ESTATES OF EUROPE:

1.) CLERGY 2.) NOBILITY 3.) PEASANTS 
TO UNDERSTAND FEUDALISM, YOU MUST KNOW THE 
TERMINOLOGY…
VASSAL: SUBORDINATE
LORD: ONE WITH AUTHORITY 

SERF: LABORER TIED TO LAND
(THIS IS THE LOWEST LEVEL)

KNIGHT: TITLE GRANTED USUALLY 
WITH MILITARY IMPLICATIONS

VILLEIN: MIDLEVEL SERF
HOW IT ALL WORKS:

1. LORDS=NOBILITY WITH LAND
2. LORDS GRANT FIEFS TO VASSAL
3. VASSAL PROVIDES SERVICE



FIEF: 
LAND GRANT

NOW THAT WE’VE MET THE PEOPLE… HERE’S THE SETTING:

DEMESNE: 
LAND FOR THE 
LORD’s 
PERSONAL USE

MANOR: 
LAND 
SURROUNDING 
LORD’s LAND
FEALTY: 
PLEDGE OF 
ALLEGIANCE



ANALYZE THIS IMAGE USING THE FOLLOWING FEUDAL TERMS:

Fief  Fealty  Demesne Vassal   
Knight Chivalry Villein Royalty



=DEMESNE

§ EACH MANOR HAD 2-3 FIELDS 
(100s OF ACRES EACH)
§ DIVIDED INTO STRIPS
§ EACH STRIP WAS THE 

RESPONSIBILITY OF A 
PEASANT/SERF

§ REQUIRED COOPERATION 
BETWEEN THE VILLAGERS

§ LATER REPLACED WITH 
OWNERSHIP/ENCLOSURES

INNOVATIONS
HORSE 

COLLAR 
(6TH C.)

HEAVY 
PLOW
(6TH C.)

HORSE 
SHOE
(9TH C.)

WHEEL 
BARROW
(12TH C.)

ALL OF THESE INNOVATIONS LED TO POPULATION INCREASES IN EUR.



§ 4TH CENTURY= 
CHRISTIANITY IS 
MAIN RELIG IN 
EUROPE

§ ROME FALLS…
§ CHURCH 

DOMINATES
§ ßSTRUCTURE 

MIRRORS THE 
ROMAN EMPIRE

§ 5 BISHOPS 
CLAIMED 
SPECIAL STATUS

§ ANTIOCH & ROME
§ PETER

§ JERUSALEM
§ JAMES

§ ALEXANDRIA
§ MARK

§ CONSTANTINOPLE
§ ANDREW

§ ROMAN BISHOP= POPE
§ CONVERTED MOST OF 

WESTERN EUROPE
§ MOST IMPT CONVERT=

CLOVIS I
§ BROUGHT FRANCE, GER 

CLOSER TO ROME



§ St. BENEDICT of NURSIA
§ ESTABLISHED THE 

RULES FOR 
MONASTERIES

§ 1. PHYSICAL LABOR
§ CONSTANT

§ 2. MEDITATION
§ 3. READING
§ 4. WRITING (BELOW)
§ PROVIDED:

§ HOSPITALITY
§ SCHOOLS

§ MONACHUS- ONE 
WHO LIVES ALONE

§ MONKS SOUGHT TO 
DIVORCE 
THEMSELVES FROM 
SOCIETY

§ SOME WENT TO 
EXTREMESà

§ SIMEON THE STYLITE
§ 37 years…



Simeon the 
Stylite

REMAINS OF 
THE PILLAR

§ JUST OUTSIDE 
OF ALEPPO, 
SYRIA

§ ONE OF THE 
DEAD CITIES 
OF SYRIA (700)

ORIGINALLY,
STOOD BETWEEN 12-18

METERS TALL. SIMEON’S 
PILLAR WAS 2 METERS IN 

DIAMETER… HE STAYED FOR 
37 YEARS & DIED HERE IN 459 CE.   



MILITARY CAMPAIGNS SANCTIONED BY THE POPE
“DEUS 
VULT!”

“GOD WILLS IT!”
-POPE URBAN II, IN 

RESPONSE TO TURKISH 
INCURSIONS INTO 

ANATOLIA  

§ GOAL: RECAPTURE HOLY LAND FROM MUSLIMS/HELP THE 
BYZANTINES
o 6 MAJOR CRUSADES (MANY MINOR ONES)
o VS=Abbasids, Seljuks, Ayyubids (Saladin), Khwarezm.

§ CATALYST: BATTLE OF MANZIKERT (1071)
o TURKS DEFEAT BYZANTINES IN EASTERN TURKEY
o EMPEROR CAPTURED; POPE ATTEMPTED TO REUNITE CHRISTIAN 

LANDS WITH SUPPORT
§ LAST CRUSADER STATE FELL IN

1291 (ACRE)
o NO FURTHER ATTEMPTS 

BY CATHOLIC EUROPE







1346-1353 CE

§ THIS WAS NOT EUROPE’s FIRST TASTE
OF THE BUBONIC PLAGUE
o PLAGUE of JUSTINIAN in 541 CE

§ KILLED 1/3 of BYZANTINE EMPIRE
§ CULPRIT: TROPICAL RAT FLEAà

o BITES YOU, REGURGITATES PLAGUE
INTO YOU… GROSS…

o HOW DID IT GET TO EUROPE?
o ALL BUBONIC PLAGUE TRACES TO CHINA

o REMEMBER PAX MONGOLICA?
o (FREE FLOW OF IDEAS, GOODS, & 

TECHNOLOGY THAT FOLLOWED THE 
MONGOL CONQUEST OF EARTH)?

§ ALSO, A FREE FLOW OF RATS…
§ RATS CARRYING FLEAS… LIKE THIS GUY:

§ THE DISEASE:
§ BLACK SORES ON BODY
§ VOMITING BLOOD
§ DIED WITHIN 2 DAYS

§ OUTCOMES:
§ KILLS ½ OF EUROPE
§ WHO TO BLAME?

§ GOD’S WRATH
§ JEWS
§ ROMANI
§ WITCHES!

§ CONTINENT-WIDE DOWNWARD SPIRAL
§ TRADE FREEZES; WAR BREAKS OUT

§ PEASANTS (FREEMEN) CONDITIONS GOT 
BETTER: PAY INCREASES, BETTER LAND



§ THIS ONLY STARTS AT THE END OF THIS PERIOD 
§ A MASSIVE EFFECT ON THE PLANET (Not just Eur.)
§ LED TO UNPREDICTABLE HARVESTS (FAMINE, RIOTS)

o PEOPLE UNABLE TO PAY TAXES
o LED TO HIGHER TAXES/UNREST

o CAUSES: 
o VOLCANIC ACTIVITY, LOW SOLAR ACTIVITY 

(FEWER SUNSPOTS), OCEAN CURRENT CHANGES,
FEWER PEOPLE

o EFFECTS:
o THAMES FROST FAIRS (PICTURED)

o FROM 1607-1814, FAIR HELD ON THAMES RIVER(1683-FROZE FOR 2 MONTHS)
o VIKINGS LEFT GREENLAND!, CHINA QUIT GROWING ORANGES, CURLING WAS POPULAR!

1350-1850



1350-1850




