










THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. IT’S WHAT 
YOU SHOULD FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 









I’VE PROBABLY ONLY MENTIONED THIS 1,000,000 TIMES, BUT… 

I HAVE A 
YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL!

THIS
VIDEO
MIGHT 
HELP 
HERE



ONE LAST THING BEFORE WE LEAVE THE SILK ROAD…
“It is a fact that all over the country of 
Cathay (China) there is a kind of black 
stones existing in beds in the mountains, 
which they dig out and burn like firewood. 
If you supply the fire with them at night, 
and see that they are well kindled, you will 
find them still alight in the morning; and 
they make such capital fuel 
that no other is used 
throughout the country.” 

-Marco Polo c. 1300
Amazed by the Chinese use of 

“black stones” for fuel instead of wood
(Coal)
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YEARLY IRON PRODUCTION

1648 CHINESE ILLUSTRATION OF SMELTING IRON ORE TO MAKE WROUGHT IRON

§ HISTORIANS HAVE CALLED THE SONG DYNASTY IN CHINA
A ‘PROTO-INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION’ (PROTO=FIRST, EARLY)

§ CANALS THROUGHOUT CHINA BUILT TO CONNECT IRON/STEEL
PRODUCING AREAS
§ BY USING COAL, THE FORESTS OF 

CHINA WERE SAVED FROM DEFORESTATION
§ IRON & STEEL USED IN PRODUCTION OF:

COPPER       PLOWS        HAMMERS    CHAINS


