










THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. IT’S WHAT 
YOU SHOULD FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 



THREE OF THESE EMPIRES WE HAVE ALREADY COVERED EARLIER THIS YEAR: 

(1464-1591) § SONGHAI WERE THE SUCCESSOR 
STATE TO THE MALI EMPIRE

§ THEY WERE THE LARGEST SUB-
SAHARAN STATE

§ RULED BYà
§ ASKIA                                 MUHAMMAD
§ LASTED                               127 YEARS



I’VE PROBABLY ONLY MENTIONED THIS 1,000,000 TIMES, BUT… 

I HAVE A 
YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL!

THIS
VIDEO
MIGHT 
HELP 
HERE
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ONE OF THESE EMPIRES WE WILL COME BACK TO IN UNIT 4: MARITIME EMPIRES: 



THAT LEAVES US WITH 5 LEGIT LAND EMPIRES TO COVER IN THIS UNIT:
THE 1ST TWO ARE CONTINUATIONS OF EXISTING STATES:

THE LAST THREE ARE NEW: THE ISLAMIC GUNPOWDER EMPIRES



BEIJING









PREVIOUSLY ON

CHINA





SUI DYNASTY
581-618 CE



TANG DYNASTY
618-907 CE



960-1229 CE
SONG DYNASTY



1271-1368 CE
YUAN DYNASTY



1368-1644 CE
MING DYNASTY



MING DYNASTY
THE “BRIGHT” MING DYNASTY RETURNED THE RULE OF CHINA BACK 
TO THE CHINESE… BUT THEY HAD THEIR PROBLEMS TOO:

1. IMJIN WAR: (1592-1598)-JAPAN INVADES KOREA (CHINESE TRIBUTARY). MING STANDUP 
FOR THEIR TRIBUTARY. JAPAN WITHDRAWS. MING SUFFERED HEAVY 
FINANCIAL LOSS & LOST INFLUENCE IN MANCHURIA…



MING DYNASTY
THE “BRIGHT” MING DYNASTY RETURNED THE RULE OF CHINA BACK 
TO THE CHINESE… BUT THEY HAD THEIR PROBLEMS TOO:

2. WANLI EMPEROR:DUE TO THE FALLOUT OF THE WAR, THE EMPEROR HID 
BEHIND THE WALLS OF THE FORBIDDEN CITY LEAVING 
HIS ADVISORS & EUNUCHS TO RUN THE EMPIRE



MING DYNASTY
THE “BRIGHT” MING DYNASTY RETURNED THE RULE OF CHINA BACK 
TO THE CHINESE… BUT THEY HAD THEIR PROBLEMS TOO:

3. EUNUCHS:WITH THE EMPEROR BEHIND THE WALLS OF THE FORBIDDEN CITY, EUNUCHS 
TOOK THE OPPORTUNITY TO DEVELOP THEIR OWN BUREAUCRACY THAT 
EVENTUALLY SURPASSED THE CIVIL SERVICE BUREAUCRACY. 



MING DYNASTY
THE “BRIGHT” MING DYNASTY RETURNED THE RULE OF CHINA BACK 
TO THE CHINESE… BUT THEY HAD THEIR PROBLEMS TOO:

4. SILVER:
WITH LOWER TAXES ON THE PEOPLE AND TOO MUCH PAPER MONEY IN CIRCULATION, THE 
CHINESE TOOK IN LESS REVENUE. CHINA BECAME DEPENDENT ON FOREIGN SILVER BUT 
JAPAN QUIT TRADING WITH WEST.  SPAIN CRACKED DOWN ON SILVER SMUGGLING, 
CHINESE PEASANTS HOARDED SILVER, SILVER PRICES SPIKED & PEASANTS COULD NOT 
PAY THE TAXES WITH THEIR HARVESTS. 



MING DYNASTY
THE “BRIGHT” MING DYNASTY RETURNED THE RULE OF CHINA BACK 
TO THE CHINESE… BUT THEY HAD THEIR PROBLEMS TOO:

5. LITTLE ICE AGE:
DRY AND COLD WEATHER SHORTENED THE GROWING SEASIN. 
FAMINE AND TAX INCREASES FOLLOWED. NATURAL DISASTERS 
(FLOODING) WAS MET WITH LITTLE RELIEF FROM THE INEPT 
MING GOVERNMENT



MING DYNASTY
THE “BRIGHT” MING DYNASTY RETURNED THE RULE OF CHINA BACK 
TO THE CHINESE… BUT THEY HAD THEIR PROBLEMS TOO:

6. earthquake:
1556 SHANGXI EARTHQUAKE WAS THE DEADLIEST IN HISTORY 
AFFECTING 520 SQUARE MILES WITH SOME OF THE 97 
EFFECTED COUNTIES SEEING FATALITIES AS HIGH AS 60%!



BEIJING



WHO COULD TAKE THE MANDATE OF HEAVEN FOR
HIMSELF AND HIS PEOPLE? WHO WAS THIS NURHACI?!



MUCH LIKE THOMAS JEFFERSON DURING THE AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION 150 YEARS LATER, NURHACI LISTED THE PROBLEMS 
THEY HAD WITH THE MING DYNASTY PRIOR TO THEIR CLAIMING 
OF THE MANDATE OF HEAVEN.
1. THE MING KILLED NURHACI’s FATHER & 
GRANDFATHER.
2. THE MING SUPPORTED A RIVAL JURCHEN CLAN 
AGAINST NURHACI’s CLAN
3. THE MING VIOLATED TERRITORY AGREEMENTS 
WITH NURHACI
4. THE MING SENT TROOPS TO DEFEND A RIVAL 
JURCHEN CLAN AGAINST NURHACI
5. THE MING SUPPORTED A RIVAL CLAN TO BREAK 
PROMISES AGAINST NURHACI
6. THE MING FORCED NURHACI TO GIVE UP LANDS TO 
THE MING.
7. THE MING OFFICIAL IN NURHACI’s DISTRICT 
ABUSED HIS POWER



§ NURHACI MANAGED TO:
§ UNITE THE JURCHEN PEOPLE
§ DECLARE WAR ON THE MING DYNASTY

§ UNLIKE GENGHIS KHAN, HE DIED SHORTLY AFTER
§ THE JURCHEN LED AN INVASION OF THE MING



GUILTY PAGODA TREE IN BEIJING  
(NOT THE ORIGINAL, THIS ONE WAS 
PLANTED IN 1996)

FINAL MING EMPEROR
COMMITTED SUICIDE
HERE IN 1644 



§ KEY UNIFYING FACTOR OF THE MANCHU EMPIRE
§ SERVED AS BASIC ORGANIZATIONAL FRAMEWORK 

§ INITIALLY 4 BANNERS FOR THE 4 ETHNICITIES WITHIN THE JURCHEN PEOPLE
§ EXPANSION=MORE BANNERS… DEFEAT THE MING? ADD 8 BANNERS.
§ DEFEAT THE REST OF THE MONGOLS? ADD 8 MORE BANNERS (NEW TOTAL=24)

§ PEACETIME: TAXES, CONSCRIPTION, CENSUS, ETC. ORGANIZED AROUND BANNERMEN
§ BANNERMEN HELD HIGHER STATUS IN SOCIETY (CONSIDERED NEW NOBILITY)

EMPEROR QIANLONG



THERE ARE TWO LEADERS TO KNOW FOR THE QING IN THIS PERIOD… KANGXI & QIANLONG:

§ LONGEST REIGNING CHINESE
EMPEROR OF ALL TIME (1661-1722)

§ 58TH ALL TIME:
§ 1. LOUIS XIV…… 72 YRS (FR)
§ 2. ELIZABETH II… 70 YRS (GB) 
§ 3. RAMA IX ………70 YRS (THAI)
§ 4. JOHANN II…….70 YRS (LICH)
§ 5. PAKAL I……….68 YRS (MAYA)
§ 6. FRANZ JOSEPH 67 YRS (AUS)

§ 1ST QING RULER TO BE BORN
IN CHINA (SINIFIED!)

§ TREATY OF NERCHINSK:
§ 1689 TREATY BETWEEN

RUSSIA & CHINA
§ SETTLED THE 

BORDER BETWEEN
KANGXI & PETER

§ WROTE THE KANGXI
DICTIONARY (47k ENTRIES)

§ WROTE THE SACRED 
EDICT (NEXT SLIDE)

§ WOULD MEET WITH THE PEOPLE
§ LONG TERM STABILITYà

§ 2ND LONGEST REIGNING CHINESE 
EMPEROR OF ALL TIME
§ RULED FROM 1735-1796
§ CONTINUED PROSPERITY
§ KANGXI’S PROSPERITY 

LASTED FOR 7 
GENERATIONS 

§ SQUASHED ALL REBELLIONS
§ QING=LARGEST CHINESE 

DYNASTY
§ QIAN DOUBLED THE 

TERRITORY OF THE QING
§ COLLECTED HUNDREDS OF 

CONFUCIAN CLASSICS
§ WROTE 40,000 POEMS!
§ CENSORED ALL ANTI-QING 

WORKS
§ PROSPERITY OF THE QING 

WILL END HERE… BUT… 
THAT’S AFTER 1750, WHEN 
THE EUROPEANS ARRIVE…



GREAT CHINA IS RULED BY FOREIGN INVADERS AGAIN. I’M SURE THE RULERS WILL IMPOSE 
THEIR OWN FOREIGN STYLE OF RULING… OR WILL THEY?!?

1. Highly esteem filial piety and brotherly submission …
2. Behave generously toward your family to promote harmony and peace.
3. Cultivate peace within the neighborhood to prevent quarrels and lawsuits.
4. Respect farming and the cultivation of mulberry trees (sole source of food for 
silkworms) to ensure sufficient clothing and food.
5. Be moderate and economical in order to avoid wasting away your livelihood.
6. Give weight to schools and academies in order to honor the scholar.
7. Wipe out strange beliefs to elevate the correct doctrine.
9. Show propriety and tactful courtesy to elevate customs and manners.
10. Work diligently in your chosen callings to quiet your ambitions.
11. Instruct sons and younger brothers to keep them from doing wrong.
12. Hold back false accusations to safeguard the good and honest.
14. Promptly and fully pay your taxes lest you need be pressed to pay them.
16. Free yourself from enmity and anger to show respect for your body and life

DOES THIS SOUND LIKE THE EDICT OF A MANCHU INVADER?

WHAT CHINESE PHILOSOPHY IS REFLECTED HERE? 



OK, MANCHUS. YOU ARE NOW IN CHARGE. HOW DO YOU REMOVE THE DIVIDE BETWEEN YOU & THE HAN?



EVER NOTICE THAT THERE ARE A TON OF PEOPLE IN CHINA? WE TALKED ABOUT RICE, BUT WHAT ABOUT CORN?!?

§ UNDER THE QING, THE POPULATION OF CHINA 
QUADRUPLED (4x; 1650=123M, 1900=400M)

§ BY THE END OF THE QING, CHINA’s POPULATION WAS ONE 
QUARTER OF THE EARTH’s POPULATION

§ CAUSES:
o 1. NORTHERN STEPPE IS NO LONGER AN ISSUE

o 2. COLUMBIAN EXCHANGE
§ NEW CROPS HAD MASSIVE CALORIC IMPACT
§ CHINA HAD FLAT LAND SHORTAGE
• TWO NEW CROPS: CORN & SWEET POTATO

o GREW IN PLACES OTHER CROPS WOULDN’T
o SUPPLEMENTED THE RICE SUPPLY

o (CORN IS THE 3rd MOST GROWN CROP ON EARTH)




