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§ THE FIRST EMPEROR WAS BABUR 1483-1530à
§ YOU REMEMBER HIM 

FROM CHAPTER 8 OFà
§ LINEAGE:

§ MOMàGENGHIS
§ DADàTAMERLANE

§ BABUR WAS AN UZBEK
LEADER WHO LOST IN
CENTRAL ASIA & 
TURNED TO INDIA…

BABUR WAS THE FOUNDER. HE DIED 4 YEARS LATER. SO, HE’S MOST KNOWN FOR TAKING DOWN THE DELHI SULTANATE IN:

§ MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE: 1ST USE OF 
FIREARMS/ARTILLERY IN INDIAà
§ AFTER CHALDIRON, BABUR HIRED AN

OTTOMAN GUN MASTER
§ BABUR OUTNUMBERED: 12K TO 100K!

§ ARTILLERY DESTROYED THE DELHI ARMY
§ SCARED DELHI WAR ELEPHANTS AWAY

THE MUGHAL EMPIRE RULED OVER ¼ OF EARTH’S POPULATION, BUT CAN BE BROKEN DOWN INTO 5 IMPORTANT EMPERORS…  



THE MUGHAL EMPIRE RULED OVER ¼ OF EARTH’S POPULATION, BUT CAN BE BROKEN DOWN INTO 5 IMPORTANT EMPERORS…  

§ BABUR’S GRANDSON AKBAR MIGHT BE THE MIGHTIEST MUGHAL:
§ 1. TRIPLED THE SIZE OF THE EMPIRE
§ 2. HAD POWER OVER BIRDS* 

§ *(MUGHAL NOBLES LOVED FALCONRY… AKBAR PREFERRED SPARROWHAWKS… 
OH, AND HE HUNTED WITH 1,000s OF HUNTING CHEETAHS)

§ 3. RELIGIOUSLY TOLERANT
§ AKBAR & THE MUGHALS WERE SUNNI

§ HIS TUTORS HAD BEEN SHI’A MUSLIMS
§ POLICY: HARMONY BETWEEN HINDU & MUSLIM

§ ß INVITED ALL RELIGIONS TO COME &
DEBATE THE BENEFITS OF EACH FAITH

§ SUNNI, SHI’A, SUFI, ZOROAS, HINDUS, 
SIKHS, JAINS, JEWS, JESUITS, ATHEISTS
§ PREFERRED SUFISM!

§ ßBUILT IBADAT KHANA HOUSE OF WORSHIP

§ COMBINED THE OUTCOMES OF
THESE DEBATES INTO A NEW FAITH:

§ DIN-I-ALAHI: “RELIGION OF GOD”
§ AKA DIVINE FAITH
§ PROMOTED TOLERANCE
§ MARRIED HINDU PRINCESS!

§ TURNED MUGHAL EMPIRE INTO LIBERAL, SECULAR STATE



THERE WAS A WORD WE HAVEN’T SEEN ON THE PREVIOUS SLIDE… NOTICE IT?

YOU THOUGHT WE WERE DONE WITH RELIGIONS!?!

1. CHR.……...2.2 BIL
2. ISLAM…….1.6 BIL
3. SECUL...…1.1 BIL
4. HINDU…...…1 BIL
5. CH. REL.....394 M
6. BUDDH…...376 M
7. ETHN. REL. 300M
8. AFR. TRAD..100M
9. SIKHISM….…30M
10. SPIRITISM…15M

LARGEST
RELIGIONS

§ MONOTHEISTIC RELIGION
§ FOUNDED BY GURU NANAK (1469-1539)à
§ FOLLOWERS=SIKHS (STUDENTS)

§ AKA=GURMAT (WISDOM OF THE GURU)

§ PUNJAB, INDIA IS THE ONLY SIKH 
MAJORITY AREAà

§ BELIEFS: 
§ SAME GOD FOR 

ALL RELIGIONS
§ CONDEMNS 

BLIND RITUAL

§ ALL ARE EQUAL 
§ RACE/GENDER

§ WOMEN PARTICIPATE
§ ISLAM+HINDU

THE GOLDEN TEMPLE (1604) 
IS THE HOLY PLACE IN 
SIKHISM WHERE THE HOLY 
BOOK IS HOUSED



SIKHS FOLLOW THE 10 GURUS OR 
TEACHERS. BUT, THE 11TH & ETERNAL 
GURU IS THE GURU GRANTH SAHIB. IT 
IS THEIR HOLY TEXT, & THE ETERNAL 
LIVING GURU. IT IS HOUSED IN THE 
GOLDEN TEMPLE IN AMRITSAR, INDIA



SIKHISM IS NOT JUST IN PUNJAB. IT ALSO HAS MANY ADHERENTS IN OUR HEMISPHERE:



THE MUGHAL EMPIRE RULED OVER ¼ OF EARTH’S POPULATION, BUT CAN BE BROKEN DOWN INTO 5 IMPORTANT EMPERORS…  

THE NEXT TWO EMPERORS RULED OVER THE GOLDEN AGE OF MUGHAL RULE
§ JAHANGIR (‘CONQUEROR OF THE WORLD’)

§ RULED FROM 1605-1627
§ POLITICAL STABILITY
§ ECONOMIC GROWTH
§ CULTURAL PROSPERITY
§ RELIGIOUS TOLERANCE*

§ NO JIZYA TAX; BUT HE DID   
EXECUTE THE 5TH SIKH GURU

§ GREAT PILGRIMAGE SHIP
§ SHIP OWNED BY HIS MOM 

(AKBAR’S HINDU WIFE 
MARIAM) NAMED RAHIMI
§ SHE WAS KNOWN AS THE 

‘QUEEN MOTHER OF 
HINDUSTAN’

§ LARGEST INDIAN SHIP ON THE 
RED SEA

§ ON PILGRIMAGE WITH TO 
MECCA

§ CAPTURED BY THE PORTUG.
§ REFUSED TO RETURN

§ EARLY MUGHAL vs. EUR CONFLICT

§ SHAH JAHAN (‘KING OF THE WORLD’)

§ RULED FROM 1628-1658
§ ORTHODOX MUSLIM

§ LESS TOLERANT THAN
DAD AND GRANDAD

§ MILITARY WAS THE 
LARGEST ON EARTH:

§ PUT DOWN REBELLION
FROM 6TH SIKH GURU

§ SHAH JAHAN’S LEGACY 
IS ALMOST
COMPLETELY 
TIED TO HIS
ARCHITECTUAL FEATS:
§ TAJ MAHAL, ETC.



§ BLENDS PERSIAN, TIMURID, AND HINDU STYLES
§ LAST MUGHAL EMPEROR WILL BE TRIED HERE BY 

THE BRITISH IN 1857



§ SHAH JAHAN BUILT TOMB FOR HIS WET NURSE
§ INNER DOME PICURED BELOW



§ MOST ORNATE MUGHAL ERA MOSQUE
§ WAZIR KHAN WAS THE VICEROY OF 

PUNJAB (HE COMMISSIONED IT)
§ THE NEXT FEW PAGES

ARE THE INTERIOR…
IF YOU LIKE GEO-
METRIC DESIGNS…
BRACE YOURSELF…









§ WHITE MARBLE MAUSOLEUM
§ BUILT TO HOUSE SHAH JAHAN’S FAVORITE 

WIFE: MUMTAZ MAHAL





THE MUGHAL EMPIRE RULED OVER ¼ OF EARTH’S POPULATION, BUT CAN BE BROKEN DOWN INTO 5 IMPORTANT EMPERORS…  

§ AURANGZEB (‘ORNAMENT OF THE THRONE’) RULED FROM 1658-1707
§ “THE GUY WHO RUINED THE EMPIRE” –J. GREEN

§ IMPRISONED HIS FATHER (SHAH JAHAN) AND TOOK POWER

§ VIEW FROM THE AGRA FORT FOR HIS FINAL 8 YEARS
§ RULED THE MUGHAL EMPIRE AT ITS GEOGRAPHIC PEAK

§ INTOLERANT OF HINDUS, SIKHS/REINSTATED THE JIZYA TAX
§ PUBLICLY BEHEADED 9TH GURU & BRICKED ALIVE HIS 6 & 9

OLD SONS FOR REFUSING TO CONVERT 
§ DESTROYED HINDU TEMPLES 
§ ESTABLISHED SHARIA LAW
§ EMPIRE HAD AN ANNUAL 

INCOME OF $450 MILLION
§ 10x LOUIS XIV 
§ ¼ OF EARTH’S ECONOMY
§ SURPASSED CHINA AS 

WORLD’S LARGEST ECONOMY
§ FORBID MUSIC, GAMBLING ALCOHOL
§ LAST COMPETENT RULER OF MUG.





LET’S COMPARE… WHO WAS THE BETTER RULER: AKBAR THE GREAT OR AURANGZEB THE WORLD CONQUEROR?



THE MUGHAL EMPIRE COLLECTED MORE REVENUE THAN ANYONE ON THE PLANET… HOW DID THEY ACCOMPLISH THIS?

§ ‘LAND OWNER’; INDIAN NOBILITY/ 
ARISTOCRATS WHO COLLECTED TAXES
FOR THEIR MUGHAL OVERLORDS

§ AFTER CONQUERING, BABUR 
SAW THE LARGE AMOUNT OF 
RAJAS, PRINCES, & RULERS

§ DECIDED TO GRANT THESE
ZAMINDARS WITH THE POWER
TO TAX AND RUN THE LOCAL
MILITARIES OF EACH REGION

§ RESPONSIBLE 
FOR THE 
COLLECTION OF UP
TO 1/6 OF THE
EMPIRES TOTAL 
REVENUE 



THE MUGHAL EMPIRE WEREN’T INVINCIBLE. THEY DID HAVE FORMIDABLE NEIGHBORS KNOWN AS THE MURATHAS:

§ THIS IS VIJAYANAGARA 2.0 (HINDU)
§ HINDU COALITION THAT ROSE IN 

RESPONSE TO THE EXPANSION OF THE 
MUGHAL EMPIRE IN 1674 (AURANGZEB’S REIGN)

§ MARATHA=SPECIFIC WARRIOR CASTE 
THAT BECAME PEASANTS (PEASANT WARRIORS)

§ AS THE MUGHALS DECLINED FOLLOWING 
THE DEATH OF AURANGZEB, THE 
MARATHAS SLOWLY CHIPPED AWAY AT 
THE EMPIRE

§ EVENTUALLY TAKEN DOWN BY THE 
BRITISH EAST INDIA COMPANY



I’VE PROBABLY ONLY MENTIONED THIS 1,000,000 TIMES, BUT… 

I HAVE A 
YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL!

THIS
VIDEO
MIGHT 
HELP 
HERE


