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THE SAFAVIDS DON’T REALLY SHOW UP MUCH IN THE CURRICULUM… SO WE’LL BE BRIEF:

LET’S TAKE A SECOND 
TO RESPECT THE 
SAFAVID 
EMBLEM OF 
THE “LION 
AND THE SUN”
THE MANCHUS
HAD A DRAGON.
BUT THIS LION HAS
A SWORD… SO…
ADVANTAGE=SAFAVIDS



THE SAFAVIDS DON’T REALLY SHOW UP MUCH IN THE CURRICULUM… SO WE’LL BE BRIEF:

THIS VERSION WAS 
USED BY THE STATE
OF IRAN FROM 
1973-1979 AND WAS
REMOVED 
FOLLOWING THE 
1979 ISLAMIC
REVOLUTION.



THE SAFAVIDS DON’T REALLY SHOW UP MUCH IN THE CURRICULUM… SO WE’LL BE BRIEF:



THE SAFAVIDS DON’T REALLY SHOW UP MUCH IN THE CURRICULUM… SO WE’LL BE BRIEF:

§ THE SAFAVID EMPIRE RULED PERSIA/IRAN FROM 1501-1736
§ RULED BY SHAHS (KINGS)

§ FOUNDER: SHAH ISMAIL I 
§ UNIFIED TAMERLANE’S OLD EMPIRE

§ ENTERED TABRIZ & TOOK TITLE SHAH (BELOW)
§ PERSECUTED SUNNIS; “CONVERT OR DIE”
§ USED SHI’A AS A MEANS OF RULING THE PEOPLE

§ MOST DISTINGUISHING FEATURE: SHI’A ISLAMà



THE SAFAVIDS DON’T REALLY SHOW UP MUCH IN THE CURRICULUM… SO WE’LL BE BRIEF:

§ PRIOR TO THE SAFAVIDS, IRAN WAS PREDOMINANTLY A SUNNI REGION
§ THE OTTOMANS EVEN SENT THEIR ISLAMIC SCHOLARS (ULAMA) TO 

TRAIN IN IRAN AT THEIR MADRASAS 
§ (REMEMBER THE SUFI MADRASA NETWORK THAT IBN BATTUTA MENTIONED IN W.A.W.T.W.)

§ IN THE DECADE IT TOOK ISMAIL TO CONSOLIDATE POWER, HE WORKED 
TIRELESSLY TO REPLACE SUNNI ISLAM WITH TWELVER SHI’A ISLAM

§ IDEOLOGICAL
UNIFORMITY

§ CONTRAST WITH 
RIVAL OTTOMANS

§ CONVERSION WAS
PART OF FORCED 
RECOGNITION OF 
SAFAVID LEGITIMACY
& RULE (POWER)

REASONS: METHODS:
§ FORCED CONVERSION OF 

SUNNIS IN EMPIRE
§ FORCED HABITUAL CURSING 

OF FIRST THREE CALIPHS
§ DESTRUCTION OF SUNNI 

MOSQUES
§ INVITE SHI’A OUTSIDE OF 

IRAN TO MOVE THERE FOR 
PROTECTION

TWELVER SHI’ISM (85% OF SHI’A) BELIEVE THAT 12 IMAMS, SUCCESSORS TO MUHAMMAD. ONE OF 
THEM, THE MAHDI, WILL RETURN WITH JESUS AT THE END OF THE WORLD TO FIGHT THE ANTI-CHRIST 





THE QING HAD BANNERMEN. THE RUSSIANS HAD STRELTSY. THE OTTOMANS HAD JANISSARIES… 

ANY NUMBER OF SHI’A 
MILITANTS (MOSTLY TURK) 
WHO HELPED FOUND THE 
SAFAVID EMPIRE

§ FANATICALLY LOYAL TO SHAH ISMAIL I (PRACTICALLY WORSHIPPED HIM)
§ DEVELOPED RIVALRY WITH PERSIANS (“MEN OF THE PEN”) IN SAF. 
§ AFTER THE BATTLE OF CHALDIRON, THEIR LOYALTY/POWER WANED



COMMANDERS HAVE THE COWBOYS. YANKEES HAVE THE RED SOX. CLEMSON HAS BAMA. FOR THE SAFAVIDS?




