


L   UIS XIV
MORE THAN ANY OTHER PLACE DURING THIS ERA, FRANCE IS DEFINED BY ONE MAN:

§ ARGUABLY THE MOST POWERFUL EUROPEAN KING IN HISTORY
§ PERSONIFIED DIVINE RIGHT  

§ LONGEST REIGNING MONARCH IN EUROPEAN HISTORY 
(72 YEARS)

§ ELIMINATED THE LAST BITS OF FRENCH FEUDALISM
§ CENTRALIZED FRANCE AROUND HIMSELF AT 

VERSAILLES



CENTRALIZED ALL 
POWER HERE

LOUIS XIII’S 
OLD 
HUNTING 
LODGE

COST  
UNTOLD 
BILLIONS

MADE WITH ALL FRENCH 
MATERIALS! (IT’S A MERCANTILIST HOUSE!)

NOBILITY 
HAD TO 
LIVE ON 
SITE!



WITH ALL OF THESE ABSOLUTE MONARCHS WITH THEIR DIVINE RIGHT… WHAT BECAME OF THE EXISTING ELITES?

*THE COLLEGE BOARD MENTIONS THIS AS AN ILLUSTRATIVE 
EXAMPLE… BUT, THIS IS NOT A GROUP OF ELITES. RATHER, 
IT’S A LAND GRANT GIVE TO THE ELITES…

§ SIPAHIS, OR JANISSARIES
§ GIVEN LAND GRANTS

FOR MILITARY SERVICE
§ HAD LANDLORD CONTROL

OVER THEIR TIMARS
§ COULD NOT BE INHERITED

§ RUSSIAN FEUDAL NOBILITY
§ NOBLES THAT WERE JUST 

BELOW THE ROYAL PRINCES
§ POWER SEVERELY CHECKED 

BY IVAN III & THE OPRICHNIKI

*THE COLLEGE BOARD JUST SAYS EUROPEAN NOBILITY 
HERE. SO, THEY DON’T HAVE TO BE BRITISH:

§ AKA THE NOBILITY
§ HEREDITARY RULING CLASS
§ MORE PRIVELAGE, STATUS 

THAN OTHER CLASSES IN 
EUROPE





THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. IT’S WHAT 
YOU SHOULD FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 





16th Century Ottoman   
Volley gun

DECONSTRUCTED DARDANELLES GUN, 
SIMILAR TO THE ONE USED IN 1453.



Bulls pulling cannons 
while elephants push

Aurangzeb’s    Master of the Battlefield used 
to defeat the        Vijayanagara in           1565



DEVSHIRME

1. PALACE

§ 1. THE PALACE (ENDERUN)
§ BEST SENT HERE

§ 2. THE SCRIBES
§ 3. RELIGION (ISLAM)
§ 4. MILIT. (JANISSARIES)

4. JANISSARIES

2. SCRIBES 3. 
IM

AMS



§ 1. THE PALACE (ENDERUN)
§ BEST SENT HERE

§ 2. THE SCRIBES
§ 3. RELIGION (ISLAM)
§ 4. MILIT. (JANISSARIES)

QIZILBASH=“RED HEADS”
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