


THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. IT’S WHAT 
YOU SHOULD FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 











NOW THAT THE SPANISH ARE IN CHARGE… WHO WILL DO THEIR LABOR FOR THEM?
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§ AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE 
BEGINS WITH PORTUGAL 

§ AS HENRY’S EXPLORER’S WENT 
DOWN THE COAST OF AFRICA…
§ BEGAN BRINGING AFRICAN

SLAVES BACK TO EUROPE
§ EVENTUALLY, SENDING THEM 

TO THEIR COLONIES
§ KING AFONSO MADE TREATIES 

WITH KINGDOMS IN AFRICA
§ PORT HAD A NEAR MONOPOLY ON

SLAVE TRADE FOR 100 YEARS

ELMINA CASTLE, 1550s
(THE MINE)

ELMINA CASTLE, 
1668

ELMINA CASTLE
TODAY

ELMINA CASTLE (BELOW) IS 
THE OLDEST EUROPEAN BUILDING     

OUTSIDE OF EUROPE. IT WAS A       
PORTUGUESE SLAVE FORT 

FROM 1482-1637, DUTCH 
SLAVE FORT UNTIL

1872 & BRITISH
UNTIL 1957.
(SLAVERY ENDED HERE IN 1814)





§ WILLIAM BOSMAN
§ MERCHANT OF 

DUTCH WEST INDIA CO.
§ DUTCH GOLD COASTà
§ BECAME HEAD MERCHANT

§ NAUWKEURIGE BESCHRIJVING VAN DE 
GUINESE GOUD- TAND- EN SLAVEKUST

§ THE AUTHORITATIVE ACCOUNT OF THE 
SLAVE TRADE FOR 150 YEARS





CARRIERS:        DESTINATIONS:

=ONE MILLION SLAVES 
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=ONE MILLION SLAVES 
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(BRAZIL)

(BR. WEST 
INDIES, USA)

(VICEROYALTIES,
CUBA)

(FRENCH WEST 
INDIES)

(DUTCH WEST 
INDIES, SURINAME)



SO YOU KNOW HOW THE SLAVES WERE OBTAINED… BUT HOW ABOUT THE VOYAGE ITSELF? THE MIDDLE PASSAGE:



ONCE THE ENSLAVED PEOPLE ARRIVE: WHAT TYPE OF FARMING ARE THEY FORCED INTO? THE PLANTATION ECONOMY:

SLAVE QUARTERS FROM THE LEWIS FARM, LOUDOUN, VA

§ PLANTATION ECONOMY=MASS PRODUCTION
§ FOCUSED ON A FEW CASH CROPS
§ CASH CROPS: 

§ PRODUCED FOR COMMERCIAL VALUE
§ INDUSTRIALIZED FORM OF AGRICULT. 

WITH AFFLUENT OWNERS
§ EXAMPLES OF NEW WORLD CASH CROPS:

COTTON SUGAR TOBACCO RICECOFFEE



OFTEN, THE FOCUS OF THE SLAVE TRADE IS ON THE NEW WORLD. BUT, THE SLAVE TRADE HAD GENERATIONAL REPERCUSSIONS FOR AFRICA ITSELF.

§ THE CULTURAL EFFECTS OF THE SLAVE TRADE 
REVERBERATED FOR CENTURIES:

§ 1. INCREASE IN POLYGYNY
§ MEN HAVING MULTIPLE WIVES
§ SLAVERS PRIMARILY TOOK WOMEN 
§ NO EVIDENCE OF INCREASED POLYGYNY

IN INDIAN OCEAN SLAVE TRADE 
§ NO STRONG PREFERENCE FOR MEN

§ 2. WOMEN IN THE LABOR FORCE
§ WOMEN TOOK ROLES PREVIOUSLY HELD BY MEN

§ AGRICULTURE, MILITARY (SEE DAHOMEY AMAZONS)
§ AREAS MORE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN THE SLAVE TRADE HAVE

HIGHER LEVELS OF WOMEN IN THE WORKFORCE TODAY

DAHOMEY AMAZONS WERE THE INSPIRATION FOR WAKANDA’S DORA MILAJE



OFTEN, THE FOCUS OF THE SLAVE TRADE IS ON THE NEW WORLD. BUT, THE SLAVE TRADE HAD GENERATIONAL REPERCUSSIONS FOR AFRICA ITSELF.

DAHOMEY AMAZONS (WOMEN WARRIORS) 
FEATURED IN THE WOMAN KING WERE A 
DIRECT RESULT OF THE DEMOGRAPHICS 
OF THE WEST AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE.


