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Documents of the Atlantic Revolutions 
 

United States Declaration of Independence (July 4, 1776) 
 

The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen United States of America, 
When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to 
assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which 
the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the 
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel 
them to the separation. 
 
We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. 
 
That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving 
their just powers from the consent of the governed, That whenever any Form of 

Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new 
Government, laying its foundation on such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most 
likely to effect their Safety and Happiness. …. 
 
Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter 
their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and 
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let 
Facts be submitted to a candid world.  
 

o He has refused his assent to laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good. …. 
o He has dissolved representative houses repeatedly, for opposing, with manly firmness, his invasions on the 

rights of the people.  …. 
o He has obstructed the administration of justice, by refusing his assent to laws for establishing judiciary powers.  
o He has made judges dependent on his will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount and payment of 

their salaries.  
o He has erected a multitude of new offices, and sent hither swarms of officers to harass our people and eat out 

their substance.  
o He has kept among us, in times of peace, standing armies, without the consent of our legislatures.  
o He has affected to render the military independent of, and superior to, the civil power. …. 
o For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us;  
o For protecting them, by a mock trial, from punishment for any murders which they should commit on the 

inhabitants of these states;  
o For cutting off our trade with all parts of the world;  
o For imposing taxes on us without our consent;  
o For depriving us, in many cases, of the benefits of trial by jury;  
o For abolishing the free system of English laws in a neighboring province, establishing therein an arbitrary 

government, and enlarging its boundaries, so as to render it at once an example and fit instrument for 
introducing the same absolute rule into these colonies;  

o For taking away our charters, abolishing our most valuable laws, and altering fundamentally the forms of our 
governments; …. 

o He has abdicated government here, by declaring us out of his protection and waging war against us.  
o He has plundered our seas, ravaged our coasts, burned our towns, and destroyed the lives of our people.  
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o He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to complete the works of death, desolation, 
and tyranny already begun with circumstances of cruelty and perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous 
ages, and totally unworthy the head of a civilized nation.  

o He has constrained our fellow-citizens, taken captive on the high seas, to bear arms against their country, to 
become the executioners of their friends and brethren, or to fall themselves by their hands. …. 

o In every stage of these oppressions we have petitioned for redress in the most humble terms; our repeated 
petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A prince, whose character is thus marked by every act 
which may define a tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.  

 
 

United States Constitution:  Bill of Rights  
(Ratified and Implemented 1789) 

o Amendment I: Congress shall make no law respecting an 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of 
the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government 
for a redress of grievances.  
o Amendment II: A well regulated militia, being necessary to the 
security of a free state, the right of the people to keep and bear 
arms, shall not be infringed.  
o Amendment III: No soldier shall, in time of peace be quartered 
in any house, without the consent of the owner, nor in time of war, 
but in a manner to be prescribed by law.  

o Amendment IV: The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon 
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particularly describing the place to be searched, and the 
persons or things to be seized.  

o Amendment V: No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, unless on a 
presentment or indictment of a grand jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the militia, 
when in actual service in time of war or public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to 
be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against 
himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall private property be 
taken for public use, without just compensation.  

o Amendment VI: In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and public trial, 
by an impartial jury of the state and district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which district shall 
have been previously ascertained by law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be 
confronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and 
to have the assistance of counsel for his defense.  

o Amendment VII: In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty dollars, the 
right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, shall be otherwise reexamined in any court of 
the United States, than according to the rules of the common law.  

o Amendment VIII: Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and unusual 
punishments inflicted.  

o Amendment IX: The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to deny or 
disparage others retained by the people.  

o Amendment X: The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the 
states, are reserved to the states respectively, or to the people.  
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Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen (August 26, 1789) 
 

The representatives of the French people, constituted as a National Assembly, and considering that ignorance, neglect, 
or contempt of the rights of man are the sole causes of public misfortunes and governmental corruption, have resolved 
to set forth in a solemn declaration the natural, inalienable and sacred rights of man: so that by being constantly present 
to all the members of the social body this declaration may always remind them of their rights and duties; so that by 
being liable at every moment to comparison with the aim of any and all political institutions the acts of the legislative 
and executive powers may be the more fully respected; and so that by being founded henceforward on simple and 
incontestable principles the demands of the citizens may always tend toward maintaining the constitution and the 
general welfare. 
 

In consequence, the National Assembly recognizes and declares, in the presence and under the auspices of the Supreme 
Being, the following rights of man and the citizen: 
 
1. Men are born and remain free and equal in rights. Social distinctions may be based only on common utility. 
2. The purpose of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of man. These 
rights are liberty, property, security, and resistance to oppression. 
3. The principle of all sovereignty resides essentially in the nation.  No body and no individual can exercise authority that 
does not flow directly from the nation. 
4.  Liberty consists in the freedom to do anything that does not harm another.  The exercise of natural rights of each 
man thus has no limits except those that assure other members of society their enjoyment of the same rights.  These 
limits may be determined only by law. 
5. The law only has the right to prohibit those actions which are injurious to society. No hindrance should be put in the 
way of anything not prohibited by the law, nor may any one be forced to do what the law does not require. 
6. The law is the expression of the general will. All citizens have the right to take part, in person or by their 
representatives, in its formation. It must be the same for everyone whether it protects or penalizes. All citizens being 
equal in its eyes are equally admissible to all public dignities, offices, and employments, according to their ability, and 
with no other distinction than that of their virtues and talents. 
7. No man may be indicted, arrested, or detained except in cases determined by the law and according to the forms 
which it has prescribed. Those who seek, expedite, execute, or cause to be executed arbitrary orders should be 
punished; but citizens summoned or seized by virtue of the law should obey instantly, and render themselves guilty by 
resistance. 
8. Only strictly and obviously necessary punishments may be established by the law, and no one may be punished except 
by virtue of a law established and promulgated before the time of the offense, and legally applied. 
9. Every man being presumed innocent until judged guilty, if it is deemed indispensable to arrest him, all rigor 
unnecessary to securing his person should be severely repressed by the law. 
10. No one should be disturbed for his opinions, even in religion, provided that their manifestation does not trouble 
public order as established by law. 
11. The free communication of thoughts and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of man. Every citizen may 
therefore speak, write, and print freely, if he accepts his own responsibility for any abuse of this liberty in the cases set 
by the law. 
12. The safeguard of the rights of man and the citizen requires public powers. These powers are therefore instituted for 
the advantage of all, and not for the private benefit of those to whom they are entrusted. 
13. For maintenance of public authority and for expenses of administration, common taxation is indispensable. It should 
be apportioned equally among all the citizens according to their capacity to pay. 
14. All citizens have the right, by themselves or through their representatives, to have demonstrated to them the 
necessity of public taxes, to consent to them freely, to follow the use made of the proceeds, and to determine the 
means of apportionment, assessment, and collection, and the duration of them. 
15. Society has the right to hold accountable every public agent of the administration. 
16. Any society in which the guarantee of rights is not assured or the separation of powers not settled has no 
constitution. 
17.  Property is an inviolable and sacred right.  No one may be deprived of property except when public necessity, legally 
determined, clearly requires it, and on condition of just and prearranged compensation 
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Olympe de Gouges, The Declaration of the Rights of Woman (September 1791) 
 

Marie Gouze (1748–93) was a self–educated butcher’s daughter… who, under the name Olympe de Gouges, wrote 
pamphlets and plays... In this pamphlet she provides a declaration of the rights of women [like] the one for men... De 
Gouges went to the guillotine in 1793, condemned as a counterrevolutionary and denounced as an "unnatural" woman. 
 
Preamble: Mothers, daughters, sisters, female representatives of the nation ask to be constituted as a national 
assembly. Considering that ignorance, neglect, or contempt for the rights of woman are the sole causes of public 
misfortunes and governmental corruption, they have resolved to set forth in a solemn declaration the natural, 
inalienable, and sacred rights of woman: so that by being constantly present to all the members of the social body this 
declaration may always remind them of their rights and duties; so that by being liable at every moment to comparison 
with the aim of any and all political institutions the acts of women's and men's powers may be the more fully respected; 
and so that by being founded henceforward on simple and incontestable principles the demands of the citizenesses may 
always tend toward maintaining the constitution, good morals, and the general welfare. 
 
In consequence, the sex that is superior in beauty as in courage, needed in maternal sufferings, recognizes and declares, 
in the presence and under the auspices of the Supreme Being, the following rights of woman and the citizeness. 
 
1. Woman is born free and remains equal to man in rights. Social distinctions may be based only on common utility. 
2. The purpose of all political association is the preservation of the natural and imprescriptible rights of woman and 
man. These rights are liberty, property, security, and especially resistance to oppression. 
5. The laws of nature and reason prohibit all actions which are injurious to society. No hindrance should be put in the 
way of anything not prohibited by these wise and divine laws, nor may anyone be forced to do what they do not require. 
6. The law should be the expression of the general will. All citizenesses and citizens should take part, in person or by 
their representatives, in its formation. It must be the same for everyone. All citizenesses and citizens, being equal in its 
eyes, should be equally admissible to all public dignities, offices and employments, according to their ability, and with no 
other distinction than that of their virtues and talents. 
7. No woman is exempted; she is indicted, arrested, and detained in the cases determined by the law. Women like men 
obey this rigorous law. 
8. Only strictly and obviously necessary punishments should be established by the law, and no one may be punished 
except by virtue of a law established and promulgated before the time of the offense, and legally applied to women. 
9. Any woman being declared guilty, all rigor is exercised by the law. 
10. No one should be disturbed for his fundamental opinions; woman has the right to mount the scaffold, so she should 
have the right equally to mount the rostrum, provided that these manifestations do not trouble public order as 
established by law. 
11. The free communication of thoughts and opinions is one of the most precious of the rights of woman, since this 
liberty assures the recognition of children by their fathers. Every citizeness may therefore say freely, I am the mother of 
your child; a barbarous prejudice [against unmarried women having children] should not force her to hide the truth, so 
long as responsibility is accepted for any abuse of this liberty in cases determined by the law [women are not allowed to 
lie about the paternity of their children]. 
12. The safeguard of the rights of woman and the citizeness requires public powers. These powers are instituted for the 
advantage of all and not for the private benefit of those to whom they are entrusted. 
13. For maintenance of public authority and for expenses of administration, taxation of women and men is equal; she 
takes part in all forced labor service, in all painful tasks; she must therefore have the same proportion in the distribution 
of places, employments, offices, dignities, and in industry. 
14. The citizenesses and citizens have the right, by themselves or through their representatives, to have demonstrated 
to them the necessity of public taxes. The citizenesses can only agree to them upon admission of an equal division, not 
only in wealth, but also in the public administration, and to determine the means of apportionment, assessment, and 
collection, and the duration of the taxes. 
15. The mass of women, joining with men in paying taxes, have the right to hold accountable every public agent of the 
administration. 
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16. Any society in which the guarantee of rights is not assured or the separation of powers not settled has no 
constitution. The constitution is null and void if the majority of individuals composing the nation has not cooperated in 
its drafting. 
17. Property belongs to both sexes whether united or separated; it is for each of them an inviolable and sacred right, 
and no one may be deprived of it as a true patrimony of nature, except when public necessity, certified by law, obviously 
requires it, and then on condition of a just compensation in advance. 
 
Postscript 
Women, wake up; the tocsin of reason sounds throughout the universe; recognize your rights. The powerful empire of 
nature is no longer surrounded by prejudice, fanaticism, superstition, and lies. The torch of truth has dispersed all the 
clouds of folly and usurpation. Enslaved man has multiplied his force and needs yours to break his chains. Having 
become free, he has become unjust toward his companion. Oh women! Women, when will you cease to be blind? What 
advantages have you gathered in the Revolution? A scorn more marked, a disdain more conspicuous. During the 
centuries of corruption you only reigned over the weakness of men. Your empire is destroyed; what is left to you then? 
Firm belief in the injustices of men. The reclaiming of your patrimony founded on the wise decrees of nature; why 
should you fear such a beautiful enterprise? . . . Whatever the barriers set up against you, it is in your power to 
overcome them; you only have to want it. Let us pass now to the appalling account of what you have been in society; 
and since national education is an issue at this moment, let us see if our wise legislators will think sanely about the 
education of women. 
 
. . . . 
Under the former regime, everyone was vicious, everyone guilty. . . . A woman only had to be beautiful and amiable; 
when she possessed these two advantages, she saw a hundred fortunes at her feet. . . . The most indecent woman could 
make herself respectable with gold; the commerce in women [prostitution] was a kind of industry amongst the highest 
classes, which henceforth will enjoy no more credit. If it still did, the Revolution would be lost, and in the new situation 
we would still be corrupted. Can reason hide the fact that every other road to fortune is closed to a woman bought by a 
man, bought like a slave from the coasts of Africa? The difference between them is great; this is known. The slave [that 
is, the woman] commands her master, but if the master gives her her freedom without compensation and at an age 
when the slave has lost all her charms, what does this unfortunate woman become? The plaything of disdain; even the 
doors of charity are closed to her; she is poor and old, they say; why did she not know how to make her fortune? 
 
. . . . 
Marriage is the tomb of confidence and love. A married woman can give bastards to her husband with impunity, and 
even the family fortune which does not belong to them. An unmarried woman has only a feeble right: ancient and 
inhuman laws refuse her the right to the name and goods of her children's father; no new laws have been made in this 
matter. If giving my sex an honorable and just consistency is considered to be at this time paradoxical on my part and an 
attempt at the impossible, I leave to future men the glory of dealing with this matter; but while waiting, we can prepare 
the way with national education, with the restoration of morals and with conjugal agreements. 
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Touissant L’Ouverture, “Letter to the Directory” (1797) 
 

The letter is from Louverture specifically to the French Directory and control in Paris. It provides insight into the inner 
workings of the politics on Saint Domingue and show Toussaint’s own personal political power as well as lends value to 
the changing structures of authority on the island after the virtual withdrawal of any strong French diplomatic presence 
in 1796. 

Toussaint is arguing against the old order for what he believes is the new order beginning in Saint Domingue. However, it 
is important to realize that Toussaint is raising his accusations and writing to the Directory of France. This contextualizes 
Louverture’s own high standing and ability to participate in the politics of the age. 

https://haitiandemancipation.voices.wooster.edu/documents/document-9/ 

Letter to the Directory, 28 October 1797 

Far be it from me to want to excuse the crimes of the revolution in St. Domingue by comparing them to even greater 
crimes, but citizen Vaublanc, while threatening us in the Corps Legislatif, didn’t bother to justify the crimes that have 
afflicted us and which could only be attributed to a small number… However, this former proprietor of slaves couldn’t 
ignore what slavery was like; perhaps he had witnessed the cruelties exercised upon the miserable blacks, victims of 
their capricious masters, some of whom were kind but the greatest number of whom were true tyrants. And what would 
Vaublanc say… if having only the same natural rights as us, he was in his turn reduced to slavery? Would he endure 
without complaint the insults, the miseries, the tortures, the whippings? And if he had the good fortune to recover his 
liberty, would he listen without shuddering to the howls of those who wished to tear it from him?… Certainly not; in the 
same way he so indecently accuses the black people of the excesses of a few of their member, we would unjustly accuse 
the entirety of France of the excesses of a small number of partisans of the old system. Less enlightened than citizen 
Vaublanc, we know, nevertheless, that whatever their color, only one distinction must exist between men, that of good 
and evil. When blacks, men of color, and whites are under the same laws, they must be equally protected and they must 
be equally repressed when they deviate from them. Such is my opinion; such are my desires. 

 

Simone Bolivar’s “Jamaica Letter” (1815) 
 
While he was in exile in Jamaica, Simon Bolivar (El Libertador) received a letter from a 
Jamaican who sympathized with hi dreams for South American independence. 
Bolivar's answer was originally published as "Reply of a South American to a 
Gentleman of This Island."  
 
https://history202.wikispaces.com/file/view/Jamaica+Letter.pdf 
 
My dear Sir:  
 
I hasten to reply to your letter of August 29, which I received with great 
satisfaction....  
 
"Three centuries ago," you say, "began the atrocities [horrific acts] committed by the 
Spaniards on this great hemisphere of Columbus." Our age has rejected these 
atrocities as mythical, because they appear to be beyond the human capacity for evil. 
[But many people have sworn that Spain's atrocities did happen.]... All this is attested [confirmed] by the foremost 
historians of our time....  
 
Success will crown our efforts because the destiny of America has been irrevocably decided. The tie that bound her to 
Spain has been severed.... It would be easier to have the two continents meet than to reconcile the spirits of the two 

https://haitiandemancipation.voices.wooster.edu/documents/document-9/
https://haitiandemancipation.voices.wooster.edu/documents/document-9/
https://history202.wikispaces.com/file/view/Jamaica+Letter.pdf
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countries.... There is nothing we have not suffered at the hands of that unnatural stepmother, Spain....  
 
Because successes have been partial ... we must not lose faith. In some regions the Independents triumph, while in 
others the tyrants have the advantage. What is the end result? Is not the entire New World in motion, armed for 
defense? We have but to look around us on this hemisphere to witness a simultaneous [all at once] struggle at every 
point....  
 
. . . . It is harder, Montesquieu has written, to release a nation from servitude than to enslave a free nation. This truth is 
proven by the annals of all times, which reveal that most free nations have been put under the yoke, but very few 
enslaved nations have recovered their liberty. Despite the convictions of history, South Americans have made efforts to 
obtain liberal, even perfect, institutions, doubtless out of that instinct to aspire to the greatest possible happiness, 
which, common to all men, is bound to follow in civil societies founded on the principles of justice, liberty, and equality. 
But are we capable of maintaining in proper balance the difficult charge of a republic? Is it conceivable that a newly 
emancipated people can soar to the heights of liberty, and, unlike Icarus, neither have its wings melt nor fall into an 
abyss? Such a marvel is inconceivable and without precedent. There is no reasonable probability to bolster our hopes.  
 
More than anyone, I desire to see America fashioned into the greatest nation in the world, greatest not so much by 
virtue of her area and wealth as by her freedom and glory. Although I seek perfection for the government of my country, 
I cannot persuade myself that the New World can, at the moment, be organized as a great republic. Since it is 
impossible, I dare not desire it; yet much less do I desire to have all America a monarchy because this plan is not only 
impracticable but also impossible. Wrongs now existing could nor be righted, and our emancipation would be fruitless. 
The American states need the care of paternal governments to heal the sores and wounds of despotism and war. . . .  
 
From the foregoing, we can draw these conclusions: The American provinces are fighting for their freedom, and they will 
ultimately succeed. Some provinces as a matter of course will form federal and some central republics; the larger areas 
will inevitably establish monarchies, some of which will fare so badly that they will disintegrate in either present or 
future revolutions. To consolidate a great monarchy will be no easy task, but it will be utterly impossible to consolidate a 
great republic. . . .  
 
When success is not assured, when the state is weak, and when results are distantly seen, all men hesitate; opinion is 
divided, passions rage, and the enemy fans these passions in order to win an easy victory because of them. As soon as 
we are strong and under the guidance of a liberal nation which will lend us her protection, we will achieve accord in 
cultivating the virtues and talents that lead to glory. Then will we march majestically toward that great prosperity for 
which South America is destined. . . 
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