


THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. IT’S WHAT 
YOU SHOULD FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 





ßIN 1938, CRANE BRINTON WROTE THIS BOOK
BRINTON COMPARES POLITICAL 
REVOLUTIONS TO THE COURSE OF A FEVER.

REVOLUTION
DESCRIPTION

MEDICAL
DESCRIPTION

This stage in an illness 
is when the cause of the
sickness first comes 
into contact with the
individual, infecting 
them, but not yet 
causing any symptoms 
to present themselves.

THE POLITICAL, 
SOCIAL, ECONOMIC, 
INTELLECTUAL 
CAUSES. THESE 
CAUSES COULD 
FESTER FOR YEARS 
BEFORE MANIFESTING 
IN ANY ACTION.

This stage in when 
sickness
starts to affect the 
person
in observable ways. 
Temperature may rise. 
A cough may present 
itself.
The individual might
become weak, or tired.

THE STAGE WITH 
DIRECT ACTION
STEMMING FROM THE 
CAUSES. THIS COULD 
BE PUBLICATION OF 
WORKS, RIOTS, OR 
ANY DIRECT ATTEMPT 
AT CHANGE.

This is the critical 
stage of an illness 
where two things can 
happen. The person 
either breaks the 
fever 
& get better or they 
get worse and never 
recover.

THE REVOLUTION IS IN 
FULL SWING. USUALLY 
INVOLVING DIRECT 
CONFLICTS
RANGING FROM 
DEBATE TO WAR. 
(SUCCESSFUL 
REVOLUTIONS SURVIVE 
THIS STAGE.)

This stage involves 
recovering from the 
illness. The individual
might be weakened 
from the experience, 
but they eventually 
emerge healthy & able 
to prevent future 
illness.

THIS STAGE IS ALL 
ABOUT RECOVERY 
FROM THE CRISIS. 
THE CAUSES FROM 
STAGE 1 MUST BE 
ADDRESSED IN 
SOME WAY.



THE IDEAS ESPOUSED BY                           HAD CONSEQUENCES… HERE ARE 4 EXAMPLES:                          



COST OF THE 
REVOLUTION:

HOW DO 
YOU PAY 
THIS DEBT?

250 MILLION POUNDS
§ 12 MILL PER YEAR+
§ 7 YEARS WAR DEBT
§ DEBT INTEREST: 9.5M
§ 3K MERCHANT SHIPS 

STOLEN
TAX THE EMPIRE

§ 4 SHILLINGS PER 
POUND FOR EVERY 
SUBJECT IN EMPIRE
§ (20s in a POUND)

150 MILLION DOLLARS
§ $10 MILLION IN LOANS 

FROM FR, SP, & DUTCH
§ $37 MILLION FROM 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
§ $114 MILLION FROM STATES

NATIONAL BANK
§ HAMILTON CREATES A 

NATIONAL BANK TO 
ASSUME THE STATE DEBT

§ CREATED A LINE OF CREDIT
§ SOLD BONDS
§ CREATED NAT’L CURRENCY

3.5 BILLION LIVRES
§ 1.3 BILLION FROM THE 

AMERICAN REVOLUTION
§ REST FROM 7 YRS WAR
§ 10x THEIR NATIONAL 

INCOME…
ESTATES GENERAL

§ DEBT BECAME 63% OF 
THEIR GNP

§ BY 1795, INFLATION WAS 
3500%!

§ LOUIS CALLED THE 
ESTATES GENERAL…



The 3 Estates of the Realm

§ .5% 
§ ROMAN 

CATHOLIC 
CLERGY

§ EXEMPT 
FROM TAX

§ 1-2%
§ ROYALTY 

(OTHER 
THAN KING)

§ EXEMPT 
FROM TAX

§ 98%
§ PEASANTS
§ BOURGEOISIE

§ 8%
§ WEALTHY
§ EDUCATED 





§ WRITTEN IN JANUARY 1789
§ IN RESPONSE TO JACQUES 

NECKER’S REQUEST FOR 
HOW THE ESTATES GENERAL 
SHOULD BE ORGANIZED































(POPE LEGO VI) 







LOUIS XVI HAS A FINANCIAL PROBLEM. 
HOW CAN HE RAISE MORE MONEY?

§ LAST CALLED IN 1614
§ MOSTLY ARGUED ORGANIZ.
§ EACH ESTATE GETS 1 VOTE

§ KING LOCKS THEM OUT OF
THEIR MEETING ROOM, SO…
§ THEY WENT NEXT DOOR



§ TECHNICALLY HANDBALL…
§ JEU DE PAUMEà

§ 576/577 3RD ESTATE REPS
§ PLUS, MANY NOBLES (2) 

& 15% OF THE CLERGY(1)
§ FIRST FORMAL STAND 

AGAINST ANCIEN REGIME 
(LOUIS XVI)

“PALM GAME”



The National Assembly, considering that it has been called to establish the constitution of the realm, to bring about the regeneration 
of public order, and to maintain the true principles of monarchy; nothing may prevent it from continuing its deliberations in any place it 
is forced to establish itself; and, finally, the National Assembly exists wherever its members are gathered.
Decrees that all members of his assembly immediately take an oath never to separate, and to reassemble wherever circumstances
require, until the constitution of the realm is established and fixed upon solid foundations; and that said oath having been sworn, all 
members and each one individually confirm this unwavering resolution with his signature…

THE OATH:
WE SWEAR NEVER TO SEPARATE

OURSELVES FROM THE NATIONAL
ASSEMBLY,                          AND TO REASSEMBLE WHEREVER 
CIRCUMSTANCES REQUIRE, UNTIL THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REALM IS 
DRAWN UP AND FIXED UPON SOLID FOUNDATIONS



THE SIDES ARE SET. WHERE DOES THIS REVOLUTION BEGIN?

§ BUILT TO DEFEND PARIS DURING 100 YEARS WAR IN 1357
§ SYMBOL OF MONARCHICAL DESPOTIC OPPRESSION  



JULY 14, 1789: THE THIRD ESTATE NEEDS GUNPOWDER 

§ ROYAL ARMORY (GUNPOWDER)
§ DEATH TOLL: 98 RIOTERS, 2 GUARDS

§ PRISONERS FREED: 7
§ TORN DOWN (BRIDGE)



REMEMBER WHAT YOU PROMISED TO DO ON THAT TENNIS COURT?

§ PASSED TWO MONTHS AFTER THE TENNIS COURT OATH (8/20/1789)
§ WRITTEN BY LAFAYETTE, JEFFERSON, ET AL

1. MEN ARE BORN & REMAIN FREE & EQUAL IN RIGHTS
2. THE AIM OF ALL POLITICAL ASSOCIATION IS THE PRESERVATION OF THE NATURAL AND THE RIGHTS OF 
MAN. THESE RIGHTS ARE LIBERTY, PROPERTY, SECURITY, & RESISTANCE TO OPPRESSION.
3. THE PRINCIPLE OF ALL SOVEREIGNTY RESIDES IN THE NATION. NO BODY NOR INDIVIDUAL MAY 
EXERCISE ANY AUTHORITY WHICH DOES NOT PROCEED DIRECTLY FROM THE NATION
6. NO PERSON SHALL BE ACCUSED, ARRESTED, OR IMPRISONED EXCEPT IN THE CASES AND ACCORDING 
TO THE FORMS PRESCRIBED BY LAW
7. THE LAW SHALL PROVIDE FOR SUCH PUNISHMENTS ONLY AS ARE STRICTLY AND OBVIOUSLY 
NECESSARY, & NO ONE SHALL SUFFER PUNISHMENT EXCEPT IT BE LEGALLY INFLICTED IN VIRTUE OF A 
LAW PASSED
8. AS ALL PERSONS ARE HELD INNOCENT UNTIL THEY SHALL HAVE BEEN DECLARED GUILTY…
9. NO ONE SHALL BE DISQUIETED ON ACCOUNT OF HIS OPINIONS, INCLUDING HIS RELIGIOUS VIEWS, 
PROVIDED THEIR MANIFESTATION DOES NOT DISTURB THE PUBLIC ORDER ESTABLISHED BY LAW.
10. THE SECURITY OF THE RIGHTS OF MAN AND OF THE CITIZEN REQUIRES PUBLIC MILITARY FORCES. 
THESE FORCES ARE, THEREFORE, ESTABLISHED FOR THE GOOD OF ALL AND NOT FOR THE PERSONAL 
ADVANTAGE OF THOSE TO WHOM THEY SHALL BE ENTRUSTED



SUMMER 1789= MANY 
FACTORS CAME TO A HEAD:
§ BREAD PRICES GO UP 10x

§ SPENDING 50% OF WAGES ON BREAD
§ CONSPIRACY THEORY: FAMINE PACT 

§ ROYALISTS MOVING CAP.
§ WORD REACHED THAT ROYALISTS MIGHT 

MOVE CAPITAL TO TOURS (150 mi AWAY)

§ KING MIGHT NOT LIKE THE 
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS

§ ROYAL BANQUET (OCT 1, 1789)



ß MAXIMILIEN ROBESPIERRE, 3RD ESTATE DEPUTY

§ SOCIETY OF THE FRIENDS OF 
THE CONSTITUTION
§ MET AT THE JAC. CLUB
§ OVER 500K MEMBERS
§ WANTED A REPUBLIC
§ KNEW THEY WOULD NOT 

BE ACCEPTED BY 
MONARCHIST NEIGHBORS

§ WANTED WAR w/NEIGHB.
§ MOUNTAIN=MOST 

RADICAL FACTION
§ ßLED BY…

§ PROGRESSIVE
§ VIOLENT



§ KING & FAM TRIED TO 
FLEE TO JOIN LOYALIST 
TROOPS 

§ CAUGHT AT VARENNES
§ LED TO ABOLISHMENT 

OF THE MONARCHY
§ TREASON CHARGES



§ ARRESTED PUT ON TRIAL
§ FOUND GUILTY OF HIGH 

TREASON
§ EXECUTED ON AUGUST 10
§ LAST SPEECH PARDONED 

“THOSE WHO ARE THE CAUSE OF 
MY DEATH…”

§ BURIED IN UNMARKED GRAVE
§ HEAD BETWEEN LEGS

§ MARIE ANTOINETTE ON OCT 16

NATIONAL RAZOR
§ PROPOSED TO THE 

NAT’L ASSEMBLY IN 
1789 BY JOSEPH 
GUILLOTIN

§ MAKE EVERYONE 
EQUAL IN DEATH

§ USED UNTIL 1977
§ FAMOUS VICTIMS:

§ LOUIS XVI
§ MARIE ANTOINETTE
§ OLYMPE DE GOUGES
§ LAVOISIER
§ DANTON
§ ROBESPIERRE







THE FRENCH REVOLUTION WASN’T ALL GUILLOTINES & 
CONSTITUTIONS. THERE WERE ALSO SOME PRETTY RADICAL SOCIAL 
CHANGES THAT RESHAPED EVERYDAY LIFE IN FRANCE.

FEUDALISM BANNED
§ AUGUST 4, 1789
§ NAT’L ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIALLY REMOVED 
1ST/2ND ESTATE 
PRIVELAGES

CATHOLICISM BANNED
§ LANDS CONFISCATED
§ STATUES/CROSSES 

DESTROYED
§ REPLACED WITH THE 

CHURCH OF REASON
REVOL. CALENDAR 
§ USED FROM 1793-1805
§ 10 DAY WEEKS
§ DECIMILIZE FRANCE
§ REMOVE REL/ROYAL INFLUENCES

SANS-CULOTTES
§ CULOTTES=KNEE PANTS
§ SANS=WITHOUT
§ MOSTLY URBAN WORKERS 

WERE SANS-CULOTTES
§ PEOPLE DRESSED TO MATCH 

THESE LEADERS OF THE 
FRENCH REVOLUTION

WOMEN
§ PRIOR TO REVOLUTION, WOMEN 

WERE “PASSIVE”
§ RELIED ON MEN TO 

DETERMINE WHAT WAS 
BEST FOR THEM

§ WOMEN PLAYED KEY ROLES
§ MARCH; MURDER OF MARAT

§ ßWROTE DECL OF RI. OF WOMAN
§ GUILLOTINED IN 1793

OLYMPE DE GOUGES



HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE

PRUSSIA
GREAT BRITAIN

IRELAND
RUSSIA
FRENCH MONARCHIST

SPANISH EMPIRE

PORTUGAL

SARDINIA

NAPLES
SWITZERLAND

USA
OTTOMAN

DUTCH
NEWFOUNDLAND

MALTA
KNIGHTS 
HOSPITALLER

ST. DOMINGUE

FROM 1792-1815, FRANCE WAS NEARLY CONTINUOSLY AT WAR
§ WHO’S RULING MOST OF THOSE COUNTRIES?
§ FRANCE WON A MAJORITY OF THESE BATTLES

§ FRANCE HAS A SECRET WEAPON…
§ SPREAD REVOLUTIONARY IDEALS ALL OVER EUROPE
§ FRANCE HAD SECURED HER BORDERS
§ FRANCE STILL HAD SOME INTERNAL ENEMIES…



SEPT 5 1793-JULY 28 1794

§ 16,594 OFFICIAL DEATHS
§ 2,639 IN PARIS ALONE
§ EXECUTED USING THE 

NATIONAL RAZOR
§ ORDERED BY THE 

COMMITTEE OF PUBLIC 
SAFETY 
§ 12 MEMBER GROUP IN 

CHARGE OF 
PROTECTING THE 
REPUBLIC AGAINST ALL 
ENEMIES

§ LED BY ROBESPIERRE
§ REIGN ENDS WITH THE 

EXECUTION OF 
ROBESPIERRE

MASS EXECUTIONS OF 
ENEMIES OF THE                      

REVOLUTION



1795-1799

TREILHARD           GOHIER              SIEYES              DUCOS               MOULIN
§ NEW CONSTITUTION ORDERS 5 MEMBER PANEL TO SERVE AS EXECUTIVE

§ DENOUNCED THE REIGN OF TERROR
§ TERRIBLE… 

§ JACOBINS STILL WANTED MORE TERROR
§ ROYALISTS WANTED THE KING BACK (LOUIS XVIII)
§ CONSTANTLY DEPENDED ON THE MILITARY FOR SUPPORT…

§ WOULDN’T IT BE EASIER IF THE MILITARY JUST TOOK OVER?!?



THIS IS THEIR ENTIRE COLONIAL POSSESSIONS MAP. MUCH OF THIS IS EITHER GONE 
AT THIS POINT (NORTH AMERICA) OR NOT YET IN THEIR POSSESSION (AFRICA)

WHICH OF THESE COLONIES:
§ WAS THE JEWEL OF THEIR MERCANTILE CROWN
§ PRODUCED 60% OF EUROPE’S COFFEE
§ PRODUCED 40% OF EUROPE’S SUGAR
§ PRODUCED MORE COFFEE/SUGAR THAN ALL OF THE BRITISH WEST INDIES (COMBINED)

§ TOOK IN 1/3 OF ALL TRANSATLANTIC SLAVES FROM 1783-91
§ WAS THE MAIN SPOT FOR WEST AFRICAN VODUN & CATHOLICISM TO SYNCRETIZE?


