


THE IDEAS ESPOUSED BY                           HAD CONSEQUENCES… HERE ARE 4 EXAMPLES:                          



§ SPAIN WON THE MAJORITY OF HEMISPHERE
§ TREATY OF TORDESILLAS (1494)

§ BESIDES PORTUGAL, OTHER NATIONS SIMPLY 
IGNORED THIS RULING…

§ ENTER THE
§ BRITISH NORTH AMERICA EVENTUALLY 

BROKE INTO 13 SEPARATE COLONIES
§ POPULATION: 1.5 MILLION
§ GOVERNMENT: PARLIAMENT + COLONY 

LEGISLATURES 

§ BRITAIN vs. FRANCE FROM 1756-1763
§ WORLD WAR .5

§ FOUGHT IN EUR, AMER, AFRICA, INDIA, PH.
§ AMERICA: CALLED THE FRENCH & INDIAN WAR

§ FOUGHT OVER OHIO RIVER VALLEY
§ BRITAIN GAINS: NEW FRANCE, FLORIDA
§ SPAIN GAINS: LOUISIANA (NAP. TAKES IT BACK IN 1800)

F&I



FOUGHT A WAR TO DEFEND THE 13 COLONIES FROM THE EVIL 

WAR=MOST EXPENSIVE THING YOU CAN DO… Q: WHO PAYS?
ANSWER: YOU DO

§ COLONISTS SEND               (BEN FRANKLIN)
§ COMPLAINED ABOUT THE NEW TAXES (STAMP)
§ NOT THE AMOUNT (LOW); BUT THE PRINCIPLE

§ PARLIAMENT AGREED; MORE TAXES FOLLOW
STAMP ACT (1765)
§ DIRECT TAX
§ PAPER 

REQUIRED TO 
CARRY THIS 
ßSTAMP

§ REPEALED IN 
1766



-JEAN JACQUES ROUSSEAU, 1762

§ 1765: SONS OF LIBERTY FORM
o GROUP OPPOSED TO THE NEW 

LAWS
o PROTESTS/VIOLENCE/ETC. TO 

MAKE SURE THAT THE BRITISH 
COULDN’T COLLECT THESE 
TAXES

§ ACTIONS LED TO THE STAMP ACT 
CONGRESS
o 9 COLONIES MET TO TAKE ACTION
o LED TO A BOYCOTT OF BRITISH 

GOODS
o STAMP ACT REPEALED

§ TOWNSHEND ACTS, 1767
o TAX ON MANY GOODS (TEA, 

PAPER, GLASS)
o COLONISTS BOYCOTT
o BRITISH SEND TROOPS IN 1768

SAM ADAMS HANCOCK P. HENRY MULLIGAN REVERE



§ TROOPS CLASH WITH PROTESTORS 
(SNOWBALL/ROCKS THROWN)

§ BRITISH TROOPS OPEN FIRE HITTING 11, KILLING 5
§ BECAME THE RALLYING CRY FOR ALL PROTESTS 

AGAINST BRITAIN





§ BRITAIN REPEALED 
THE TOWNSHEND 
ACTS
o EXCEPT TEA TAX

§ 1772: BRITISH SHIP 
WAS BURNED

§ 1773: BRITISH TEA 
SHIPMENT DESTROYED

§ >$500K OF TEA
§ LED TO…



§ BRITISH RESPONSE: INTOLERABLE ACTS
o BOSTON HARBOR CLOSED UNTIL REPAID
o NO TOWN MEETINGS
o BRITISH TROOPS QUARTERED IN HOMES 

§ MASSACHUSETTS DECLARED ‘IN REBELLION’
o BRITISH TROOPS TO DISARM REBELS
o PATRIOTS (REBELS) EXPELLED ROYAL 

OFFICIALS FROM THE COLONY

o PATRIOTS (REBELS) EXPELLED ROYAL OFFICIALS 
FROM THE COLONY

o LEXINGTON & CONCORD
§ FIRST MILITARY ENGAGEMENT
§ IT WAS OFFICIALLY, “ON”

o KING GEORGE III DECLARED 
COLONIES ‘IN REBELLION



§ THE ENLIGHTENMENT DOCUMENT
o MAY, 1776; ALL OF THE STATES BEGIN TO 

WRITE THEIR OWN CONSTITUTIONS

§ JULY 2, 1776
o UNANIMOUSLY DECIDED TO 

DECLARE INDEPENDENCE
o JEFFERSON APPOINTED TO DRAFT A COPY

o JEFFERSON EVEN STATED THAT THERE WAS 
“NOTHING ORIGINAL” IN THE DECLARATION

• JULY 4, 1776- APPROVED
“MOST POTENT & 

CONSEQUENTIAL LINES IN 
AMERICAN HISTORY” 





§ BRITISH AMASSED THEIR FORCES
IN HALIFAX, NOVA SCOTIA

§ NEGOTIATIONS ATTEMPTED
§ WANTED RETRACTION OF DEC.

o DEAL-BREAKER
§ BRITISH SEIZED NEW YORK CITY
§ TOOK CONTROL OF NEW JERSEY
§ GW SNUCK ACROSS DELAWARE AND 

DEFEATED THE HESSIANS 
§ GB LOSE BATTLE OF SARATOGA

o TURNING POINT

KING GEORGE DID NOT TAKE KINDLY TO THE PREVIOUS STATEMENT…

§ GB LOST A MAJOR BATTLE
§ SHOWED OUR COMPETENCE
§ ALLIES LINED UP TO HELP

o SPAIN, FRANCE, DUTCH
§ BRITISH MOVE SOUTH

o YORKTOWN=SURRENDER
§ TREATY OF PARIS (1763)



§ Government formed under 
the Articles of Confederation

Terrible government
§ Problems

§ No Revenues (taxes)
§ No Currency
§ No President
§ No Judicial

Constitutional Convention
called to re-write Articles

§ Scrapped the whole thing
§ New Constitution goes into

effect March 4, 1789
§ Brought together all of the 

influences from the Enligh.
§ Locke: Natural Rights
§ Rousseau: Contract
§ Montesquieu: Separation 

of Powers



FRENCH FLAG


