


THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. IT’S WHAT 
YOU SHOULD FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 





JAPAN HAD BEEN ON LOCK-DOWN (SAKOKU) FOR 220 YEARS (SINCE 1633) 
ONLY TRADING WITH THE CHINESE, KOREANS, AND DUTCH. UNTIL…



§ 1853-4: USA SENT MATTHEW PERRY TO OPEN TRADE WITH JAPAN

§ PERRY WAS LEADING ADVOCATE FOR 
THE USE OF STEAM ENGINEà
§ CARRIED LETTER TO EMPEROR FROM 

THE US PRESIDENT 
§ SAILED TO CHINA FIRST
§ HAD LETTERS TRANSLATE TO DUTCH 

(DUTCH LEARNING) MISSISSIPPI, ONE OF THE FOUR NAVAL GUNSHIPS



§ SAKOKU (LOCKED COUNTRY) ENDS
§ 15TH TOKUGAWA SHOGUN RESIGNS
§ EMPEROR MEIJI RESTORED 

§ MEIJI=ENLIGHTENED RULE
§ SET OUT TO MODERNIZE 

MILITARY, GOV’T EDUCATION…



35.5x INCREASE

PRODUCTION 
INCREASE: 12x
EXPORT INCREASE: 14x

394x INCREASE

58x INCREASE



HOW DOES THE                                              AFFECT JAPAN ON THE BATTLEFIELD?
CHONGYU WAR

1592-1598
LOSS TO KOREA

SHIMABARA REBELLION
1637

SEKIGAHARA
1600

TOKUGAWA TAKES 
OVER (PICTURED)

CHRISTIAN REBELLION 
THAT LED TO à

SAKOKU
“LOCKED

COUNTRY”

INVASION OF 
TAIWAN 1874

MEIJI RESTORATION
1868

PERRY 
ARRIVES 1853

SINO JAPANESE 
WAR 1895

BOXER 
REBELLION 1900

INVASION OF 
TAIWAN 1895

RUSSO JAPAN 
WAR 1905

1633-1853

OCCUPY 
TAIWAN

DEFEATED 
CHINA

ENDED THE 
REBELLION

ANNEX 
TAIWAN

DEFEATED 
RUSSIA





THE OPIUM WARS & TAIPING REBELLIONS WERE A WAKEUP CALL… IT’S TIME FOR CHINA TO MODERNIZE:

“The superior man makes himself strong.”
-BOOK OF CHANGES, 9TH CENTURY BCE

GOAL: MODERNIZE* THE MILITARY WITH WESTERN TECHNOLOGY 
*without any of the social/political ideas that might endanger the Dynasty

CATALYST: THE OPIUM WARSà
§ NEMESIS LIVED UP TO HER NAME
§ BR/FR BURNED DOWN THE OLD

SUMMER PALACE IN BEIJING…
§ IT WAS TIME FOR A CHANGE

FIREARMS/SCIENCE
1861-1872

GOAL: SELF-DEFENSE
BUILT HUGE ARSENALS

INDUSTRY/AGRICULT.
1872-1885

GOAL: CREATE WEALTH
SHIPPING, RAIL, TELEG.

TEXTILES, TEXTILES…             
1885-1895

GOAL: CREATE WEALTH
SOME PRIVATE INDUSTR.

OUTCOME: SUSTAINED DYNASTY UNTIL 1895… SINO-JAPANESE WAR



UNIT 3 WAS DOMINATED BY THE OTTOMANS. AND IN UNIT 7 THEY DISAPPEAR. BUT, DID THEY AT LEAST ATTEMPT REFORM?

“REORGANIZATION”= TO BRING THE BENEFITS OF A GOOD ADMINISTRATION TO THE PROVINCES OF THE OTTOMAN EMPIRE THROUGH NEW INSTITUTIONS

§ REORGANIZATION≠TRANSFORMATION
§ GOALS:

§ 1. MODERNIZE
§ 2. SECURE EMPIRE AGAINST

FOREIGN NATIONALISTS à
§ 3. PUSH ‘OTTOMANISM’

§ OTTOMAN NATIONALISM
§ NOT TURK, SERB, GREEK… 

§ END OF THE MILLETS
§ 4. RELIGIOUS FREEDOM

§ FEAR OF MUSL-CHR TENSIONS
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1. Natural Rights: Life Honor, Property
2. Paper Banknotes   3. Post Offices
4.   First Parliament  5. Abolition 
6.   One Nationality  7. 1st Universities
8. Telegraph 10. Railroad 11. Constitution
12. Decriminalize Homosexuality

1. Does NOT replace Sultan’s authority
2. Opposed by Arab leadership
3. Constitution & Parliament both 
suspended in 1878 (shortly after their 
creation by Sultan Abdul Hamid II
4. Secret Police silenced dissent BRITAIN, FRANCE & OTT DEFEATED RUSSIA IN CRIMEAN WAR  1856 OVER 

CHRISTIAN RIGHTS IN HOLY LAND (OTT).  BR & FR SAVED OTT FROM RUS.



LIBERTY, EQUALITY
FRATERNITY

MILLETS

SULTAN

OTTOMAN
EMPIRE


