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“LONG AGO, IT WAS SAID THAT ONE HALF THE WORLD DOES NOT KNOW HOW THE 
OTHER HALF LIVES." THAT WAS TRUE THEN. IT DID NOT KNOW BECAUSE IT DID NOT 
CARE. THE HALF THAT WAS ON TOP CARED LITTLE FOR THE STRUGGLES, AND LESS FOR 
THE FATE OF THOSE WHO WERE UNDERNEATH, SO LONG AS IT WAS ABLE TO HOLD 
THEM THERE AND KEEP ITS OWN SEAT.”

BAYARD STREET, NEW YORK CITY. FIVE CENTS LODGING. 1889



“LONG AGO, IT WAS SAID THAT ONE HALF THE WORLD DOES NOT KNOW HOW THE 
OTHER HALF LIVES." THAT WAS TRUE THEN. IT DID NOT KNOW BECAUSE IT DID NOT 
CARE. THE HALF THAT WAS ON TOP CARED LITTLE FOR THE STRUGGLES, AND LESS FOR 
THE FATE OF THOSE WHO WERE UNDERNEATH, SO LONG AS IT WAS ABLE TO HOLD 
THEM THERE AND KEEP ITS OWN SEAT.”

WEST 47TH STREET, NEW YORK CITY. MEN’S LODGING ROOM. 1892



“LONG AGO, IT WAS SAID THAT ONE HALF THE WORLD DOES NOT KNOW HOW THE 
OTHER HALF LIVES." THAT WAS TRUE THEN. IT DID NOT KNOW BECAUSE IT DID NOT 
CARE. THE HALF THAT WAS ON TOP CARED LITTLE FOR THE STRUGGLES, AND LESS FOR 
THE FATE OF THOSE WHO WERE UNDERNEATH, SO LONG AS IT WAS ABLE TO HOLD 
THEM THERE AND KEEP ITS OWN SEAT.”

SLUM DISTRICT, NEW YORK CITY. 1890



“LONG AGO, IT WAS SAID THAT ONE HALF THE WORLD DOES NOT KNOW HOW THE 
OTHER HALF LIVES." THAT WAS TRUE THEN. IT DID NOT KNOW BECAUSE IT DID NOT 
CARE. THE HALF THAT WAS ON TOP CARED LITTLE FOR THE STRUGGLES, AND LESS FOR 
THE FATE OF THOSE WHO WERE UNDERNEATH, SO LONG AS IT WAS ABLE TO HOLD 
THEM THERE AND KEEP ITS OWN SEAT.”

NEW YORK CITY. CHILDREN SLEEPING ON MULBERRY STREET. 1890



“CAPITAL IS ONLY THE FRUIT OF LABOR, AND COULD NEVER HAVE EXISTED IF 
LABOR HAD NOT FIRST EXISTED. LABOR IS THE SUPERIOR OF CAPITAL, AND 
DESERVES MUCH THE HIGHER CONSIDERATION” -ABRAHAM LINCOLN, 1861



FACTORY ACT
MINIMUM AGE IN 
COTTON MILL=

9

FACTORY ACT
LIMITS 9-13 Y.O.
TO 48 HOURS 
PER WEEK.

MINES ACT
WOMEN, GIRLS, 
BOYS<10 
CAN’T BE 
UNDERGROUND

20% OF US INDUS. 
LABOR FORCE 
UNDER 10 
YEARS OLD

KIDS UNDER 15 IN 
FACTORIES MUST 
ATTEND 3 
MONTHS OF 
SCHOOL

A.F.L. PROPOSES 
BANNING KIDS 
UNDER 14 
FROM ALL
LABOR

FACTORY ACT
WOMEN, KIDS <18 
LIMITED TO 58 
HOUR WORK
WEEK

ALL EMPLOYMENT 
UNDER AGE 10 
BANNED

FACTORY ACT EDUCAT. ACT
COMPULSORY 
EDUCATION FOR 
AGE 5-10

CHILD LABOR LAWS*EARLY US LABOR LAWS WERE STATE BY STATE.
US DEPARTMENT OF LABOR NOT FORMED UNTIL 1913.

WORKER PAY & HOURS

“CAPITAL CARES NOTHING FOR THE LENGTH OF LIFE OF 
LABOR-POWER. ALL THAT CONCERNS IT IS SIMPLY AND 
SOLELY THE MAXIMUM OF LABOR-POWER, THAT CAN BE 
RENDERED FLUENT IN A WORKING-DAY. IT ATTAINS THIS 
END BY SHORTENING THE EXTENT OF THE LABORER’S 
LIFE, AS A GREEDY FARMER SNATCHES INCREASED 
PRODUCE FROM THE SOIL BY ROBBING IT OF ITS 
FERTILITY.”                        KARL MARX, DAS KAPITAL, 1867

US WORKERS 
BEGIN TO PUSH 
FOR A 10 HOUR 
WORK DAY 1912 UNION POSTER CALLING 

FOR 8 HOUR WORKDAY

AVERAGE DAILY STEEL WORKER PAY IN NEW YORK FROM US BUREAU OF LABOR
$1.13     $1.25       $.73       $.60      $.85      $1.59   $1.52   $1.42 $1.55    $1.97   $1.88    $1.65

RICHEST MAN ON 
EARTH IN 1900?

STEEL 
INDUSTRIALIST
ANDREW 
CARNEGIE 
($480M) 



§ RANCHER FOUND 
COPPER, ZINC, 
COBALT, MANGAN.  
DEPOSITS  IN 1868

§ FRENCH, GERMAN 
& MEXICAN CO.s 
EXTRACT THE 
METALS INTO 1980s

EXTENSIVE MINING CENTERS

§ HUGE DIAMOND 
DEPOSIT 
DISCOVERED 

§ BRITISH ATTEMPTS 
TO ANNEX THESE 
MINES LED TO 1ST
BOER WAR (WHICH 
THEY LOST TO THE 
S. AFR REPUBLIC)

ECON DECLINE

§ ONCE VIBRANT 
ECONOMY 
UNDER 
MUGHALS 

§ TURNED TO 
EXPORT 
ECONOMY: 
COTTON

TRANS-NATIONAL BUSINESSES

§ 1865: FOUNDED 
IN HONG KONG

§ 6TH LARGEST 
BANK ON EARTH

§ UNITED FRUIT Co. (USA)
§ NEAR MONOPOLY ON 

BANANA TRADE
§ BANANA REPUBLICS 

STATE-SPONSORED INDUSTRIALIZATIONVARIOUS REFORMS

§ OTTO VON BISMARCK 
PASSED OLD AGE & 
DISABILITY INSURANCE 
BILL (1889)

§ PENSION FOR 65+
§ (EX: US SOC SEC=1935)

§ MEIJI RESTOR. 
BEGAN 1870 AS 
GOV’T CAUGHT 
UP w/WEST

§ GOV’T SPONS.

§ MODERNIZ. IN 
1897!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

§ BEGAN BUILDING 
TRANSSIBERIAN 
RAILROAD (1891) 

§ ‘SELF 
STRENGTHEN. 
MOVMEMENT’

§ AFTER OPIUM WRS
§ UNSUCCESSFUL

§ MUHAM. ALI
§ NATIONALIZED 

THE COTTON 
INDUSTRY

§ MODERNIZED 
INDUS/MILIT. TOO 

§ EXPANDED VOTING:
§ 1832: LAND OWNING 

MALES (1/7 OF POP)
§ 1867: URBAN MALES 

w/PROPERTY
§ 1918: MEN 21+ WOMEN 30+








