


THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. IT’S WHAT 
YOU SHOULD FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 
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1839-1842; 1856-1860§ HUGE IMBALANCE IN TRADE
§ WEST: PORCELAIN, SILK, TEA CHINA: NEAR ZERO DEMAND

§ Q: HOW DO YOU REVERSE THIS? A: OPIUM FROM BRITISH INDIA
§ BR. HAD MONOPOLY ON TRADE IN GUANGZHOU

§ FLOW OF SILVER REVERSES… CHINA OUTLAWED THE TRADE
§ DESTROYS 20,000 CRATES

§ BRITAIN SENDS 4 STEAM GUNSHIPS
§ INCLUDING NEMESIS (AKA DEVIL SHIP)

§ 3 hrs NEM KILLED 600 TOOK HONG KONG
§ 0 BRITS KILLED STEAMED UP YANGTZE

§ TOOK THE EMPEROR’S
TAX BARGES

§ TREATY O’NANKING
§ 4 PORTS OPENED 

TO BRITAIN
§ BRITAIN GAINED

HONG KONG 
§ ($500,000,000 IN COMPENS)

2 32 lb PIVOT MOUNTED CANON, ROCKET LAUNCHER
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OPIUM STACKING ROOM IN 3. PATNA 1850
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Lin zexu
VICEROY OF TRADE IN GUANGZHOU

Destruction 
of opium
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BATTLE OF AMOY, 1841 
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STATUE OF LIN ZEXU IN CHINATOWN, NEW YORK CITY



1850-1864

HONG XIUQUAN
BROTHER of JESUS

§ BACKGROUND-QING HAVE SOME PROBLEMS:
§ 1. NATURAL DISASTERS
§ 2. WHITE LOTUS REBELLION (1794-1804)

§ MILLENARIAN GROUP THAT TOOK 
DOWN THE YUAN

§ 3. ARRIVAL OF THE WEST
§ 4. QING SEEN AS FOREIGN CONQUERORS
§ ENTER HONG XIUQUAN (LEADER)à

§ FAILED CIV SER EX. 4X! (PASSRATE=1%)
§ HAS VISION OF GOD/JESUS
§ GOAL=GET RID OF FOREIGN DEVILS

§ STARTED THE TAIPING REBELLION

§ REBELLION LASTED FOR 
14 YEARS AND

§ ENCOMPASSED A LARGE 
CHUNK OF CHINA IN:

§ ßTAIPING HEAVENLY 
KINGDOM

§ 30 MILLION INHABITANTS
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1850-1864
§ POLICIES OF THE TAIPING HEAVENLY KINGDOM:

§ IMMEDIATELY DECLARED ALL OF THE “TEN THOUSAND 
NATIONS OF THE WORLD” AS THEIR TRIBUTARY 

§ CONVERTED DAOIST, CONFUC, & BUDDH TEMPLES TO CHR.
§ SOLAR CALENDAR TO REPLACE LUNAR CALENDAR
§ FOOT-BINDING IS BANNED; CLASSES WERE BANNED
§ SEXES WERE DECLARED EQUAL

§ WOMEN COULD TAKE THE EXAM FOR THE 1ST TIME
§ WOMEN COULD BE MILITARY OFFICERS

§ SEXES WERE SEPERATED (EVEN MARRIED COUPLES)
§ QING HAIRSTYLE ABANDONED; LONG HAIR ACCEPTED

§ BANNED:
§ GAMBLING, OPIUM, TOBACCO, ALCOHOL, 

POLYGAMY, SLAVERY, & PROSTITUTION 
§ (ALL=DEATH PENALTY)

§ FINALLY DEFEATED IN 1864 WITH HELP 
OF BRITISH & FRENCH FORCES 

(BELOW)
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THE OPIUM WARS & TAIPING REBELLIONS WERE A WAKEUP CALL… IT’S TIME FOR CHINA TO MODERNIZE:

“The superior man makes himself strong.”
-BOOK OF CHANGES, 9TH CENTURY BCE

GOAL: MODERNIZE* THE MILITARY WITH WESTERN TECHNOLOGY 
*without any of the social/political ideas that might endanger the Dynasty

CATALYST: THE OPIUM WARSà
§ NEMESIS LIVED UP TO HER NAME
§ BR/FR BURNED DOWN THE OLD

SUMMER PALACE IN BEIJING…
§ IT WAS TIME FOR A CHANGE

FIREARMS/SCIENCE
1861-1872

GOAL: SELF-DEFENSE
BUILT HUGE ARSENALS

INDUSTRY/AGRICULT.
1872-1885

GOAL: CREATE WEALTH
SHIPPING, RAIL, TELEG.

TEXTILES, TEXTILES…             
1885-1895

GOAL: CREATE WEALTH
SOME PRIVATE INDUSTR.

OUTCOME: SUSTAINED DYNASTY UNTIL 1895… SINO-JAPANESE WAR





§ 1899 US SEC OF STATE JOHN HAY SENT THE 
OPEN DOOR NOTE TO THE LEADERS OF EUROPE

§ NOT A TREATY, 
JUST AN IDEA

§ PLAN: KEEP CHINA 
OPEN TO ALL 
COUNTRIES ON AN 
EQUAL BASIS

§ ALL POWERS 
REFRAIN FROM 
INTERFERING WITH 
ANY OTHER

§ OPENED CHINESE 
MARKETS W/O USING 
IMPERIALISM
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UNCLE SAM (TO JOHN BULL): Don’t scare him, John, the way those other fellows are doing. 
Tell him all we want is to have him open his harbors and markets to everybody! 



Poor John Bull, they hit you and 
your back tears off the best pieces.
Get up quickly…..
….. If you can.





JAPANESE SOLDIERS EXECUTING BOXERS 
WHILE INDIAN SEPOYS WATCH… IMPERIAL!

§ THINGS AREN’T 
GOING WELL FOR 
CHINA

§ 1900: CHINESE 
PEASANTS RISE UP
§ ANTI-IMPERIALIST
§ ANTI-FOREIGNER
§ ANTI-CHRISTIAN
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§ CAUSES:
§ MASSIVE DROUGHT
§ FOREIGN PRESENCE

§ MOTTO: “SUPPORT QING, 
EXTERMINATE FOREIGN DEVILS”















§ THE WAR OF THE GOLDEN STOOL IN 1900 WAS 
THE FINAL CONFLICT IN THE 1823-1900 ANGLO-
ASANTE WARS

§ BRITISH GOVERNOR OF THE GOLD COAST 
DEMANDED THE         ASANTE TURN OVER THE

GOLDEN STOOL (THRONE)
§ HE THOUGHT THAT:

§ “if he could only get possession of the 
ßGolden Stool he would be able to govern 
the country for all time”
§ YAA ASANTEWAA=KING’S SIS

§ KING DIES; HER SON=KING
§ HE IS EXILED TO SEYCHELLES

§ GOVERNOR MAKES THE 
FOLLOWING DEMANDS…
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“Your King Prempeh I is in exile and will not return 
to Ashanti. His power and authority will be taken 
over by the Representative of the Queen of Britain. 
Then there is the matter of the Golden Stool of 
Ashanti. The Queen (Victoria) is entitled to the 
stool; she must receive it.  
Where is the Golden Stool?
I am the representative of the Paramount 
Power. Why have you relegated me to 
this ordinary chair? Why 

did you not take the opportunity 
of my coming to Kumasi to bring 
the Golden Stool for me to sit upon? However,      
you may be quite sure 
that though the Government has not received 
the Golden Stool at his 

hands it will rule over you with 
the same impartiality and 
fairness as if you had 

produced it.”
-Sir Frederick Mitchell Hodgson
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§ BRITS DID NOT RECOGNIZE THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THE STOOL
§ IT EMBODIES THE SOUL OF THE ASANTE 

§ DEAD, LIVING, AND YET TO BE BORN
§ ALSO, NO ONE SAT ON THE STOOL… IT WAS A 

SYMBOL (THE STOOL EVEN SAT ON A STOOL)

§ YAA ASANTEWAA TOOK OVER AS COMMANDER-
IN-CHIEF OF THE ASANTE

§ SHE GATHERED A FORCE OF 20,000+ WARRIORS 
TO FEND OFF THE LARGEST EMPIRE IN THE 
WORLD…
§ SHE SAID TO THESE TROOPS…
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“Now I have seen that some of you fear to 
go forward to fight for our king. If it were 
in the brave days, chiefs would not sit 
down to see their king taken away 
without firing a shot. No white man could 
have dared to speak to a chief of the 
Ashanti in the way the Governor spoke to 
you chiefs this morning. Is it true that the 
bravery of the Ashanti is no more? I 
cannot believe it. It cannot be! I must say 
this, if you, the men of Ashanti, will not 
go forward, then we will. We, the women, 
will. I shall call upon my fellow women. 
We will fight the white men. We will fight 
till the last of us falls in the battlefields.”
ß Supreme Commander Yaa Asantewaa
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§ BRITS STARTED TO SEARCH AROUND FOR THE 
STOOL; YAA FOUGHT BACK

§ SIEGED THE BRITS IN A FORT FOR DAYS
§ BRITS HAD 6 RIFLES & 4 MAXIM GUNS
§ SIEGE LASTED UNTIL BRITS SNUCK AWAY

§ 1,000 BRITS & 2,000 ASHANTI DIED IN THE WAR
§ BRITAIN ANNEXED KUMASI (CITY IN GHANA)
§ EXILED YAA ASANTEWAA TO SEYCHELLES
§ ASHANTI REMAINED SEMI-AUTONOMOUS
§ HODGSON WAS ADMONISHED BY THE PRIME 

MINISTER FOR HIS ZEALOUS QUEST FOR THE  
GOLDEN STOOL

§ AFTER ALL OF THE BLOODSHED…
§ HODGSON NEVER FOUND THE GOLDEN STOOL 
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