
 

 

Causation in Imperialism Chalk Talk 
 
Round 1: Silent! 

 

1. There are seven large pieces of paper around the room with phrases about imperialism and industrialization 
written on them. 

● New Modes of Communication 

● Demographic and Social Change 
● Need for Raw Materials/Resources 
● Revolution in Transportation 

● Technological Advancement / Innovation 
● Views of Western Cultural Superiority 
● Globalized Economy 

 
2. You will be in a small group that will rotate together. Each group is assigned a color, so have your marker, 

colored pencil, colored pen at the ready.  

 
3. For 30 seconds you will think about the phrase on the sheet. Then, for two minutes, you and your peers will 

write on the page. Branch off of that to focus on and add causes and effects. Add facts, connections, thoughts, 
or questions you have, etc. It’s not a speed situation - so don’t race to add more. If you don’t add it, perhaps 

someone in the following groups will add it! 
 

4. Rotate and repeat. As you continue, you’ll notice that there’s more time spent reading what is on the page, 

and less time spent writing “new” information, as your peers may have done it before you. So, if you find you 
don’t have anything new to add, star, circle, or underline things you think are important. Or perhaps answer a 
question that a fellow student asked! Or maybe make a connection between industrialization, imperialism, 

migration etc. Or add personal reflections that you think are relevant to the conversation. 
 

Round 2: Check them out! 

 
1. Go back through the papers in the same order, for one or two minutes each. Now, you do not have to be silent.  

 
2. Discuss as a group what you think were important observations, connections, or facts written by your peers as 

you rotate through them one more time. You can continue to star them, underline them, etc. if you think 
they’re important and you agree with the statements. 
 

Take it a step further… 
 

1. Let’s try to take this information and use it in an “AP Style” LEQ prompt. This is called application - take your 

knowledge, connections, and ideas and use them in a new way. Choose one of the following prompts and try 
to come up with a thesis statement that could work using some of the religions we just discussed! Then turn it 
in as your “exit ticket” for today 

 
Evaluate the extent to which industrialization caused imperialism in the period ca. 1750 - 1900 CE. 
 

Evaluate the factors responsible for imperialism in the period ca. 1750 - 1900 CE. 

 
Evaluate the extent to which imperialism affected global economies in the period 1750 - 1900 CE. 
 

 


