


THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. IT’S WHAT 
YOU SHOULD FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 





MASSIVE BUILDUP OF MILITARY INFRASTRUCTURE, WEAPONS, ARMIES, ETC.
§ GOVERNMENTS HAVE SPENT MOST 

OF THEIR EXISTENCE TRYING NOT 
TO ARM THEIR PEOPLE
§ FRENCH REVOLUTION 

CHANGES EVERYTHING
§ NAPOLEON’S ARMY WAS 

BETTER BECAUSE IT WAS A 
NATIONAL ARMY 

§ “YOU’LL NEVER BEAT ME. I GO 
THROUGH 30,000 MEN A 
MONTH”
§ -NAPOLEON TO AUSTRIAN 

MINISTER METTERNICH
§ PRUSSIAN GENERAL BLUCHER 

FAMOUSLY LOST TO NAPOLEON 
AND DEMANDED PRUSSIA GIVE 
HIM A NATIONAL ARMY!
§ THEY DID (TRIPLED THE 

PRUSSIAN ARMY)
§ NEXT BATTLE: WATERLOO

§ LARGEST MILITARY INVASION TO THIS POINT 
WAS NAPOLEON INTO RUSSIA (750K MEN)
§ FROM MANY DIFFERENT NATIONS
§ GERMANY SENT TWICE THAT THROUGH 
BELGIUM TO FLANK THE FRENCH!

NAPOLEON (1801-1812) MOLTKE (1914-1916)
LARGEST CANNON:

LARGEST ARTILLERY SHELL:

ARTILLERY RANGE:

1,200 POUNDS

12 POUNDS

2000 YARDS

300,000 POUNDS

2,000 POUNDS

14,000 YARDS (8mi.)



§ NAMED FOR HEIRESS TO MANUFACTURER, BERTHA KRUPP
§ ALLIES USE THIS NAME FOR ALL BIG GERMAN ARTILLERY
§ BUILT TO SMASH THROUGH MODERN FORTIFICATIONS
§ REQUIRED CONCRETE FOUNDATION (DAYS TO PREPARE)
§ TRANSPORTED IN 10 RAIL CARS

§ 6 FOR THE GUN, 4 FOR THE CONCRETE IT REQUIRED
§ HAD TO BE FIRED ELECTONICALLY FROM 300 YARDS AWAY
§ MOUTH OPEN TO KEEP FROM BLOWING OUT EAR DRUMS
§ HAD TO WEAR GAUZE IN EARS, EYES, AND NOSE
§ LATER DEVELOPED SMALLER, MORE MOBILE VERSION
§ START OF WAR 2; END OF WAR 12

§ USED FROM MARCH-AUG 1918
§ LARGEST GUN USED IN WWI
§ NAMED BECAUSE IT WAS USED TO BOMBARD PARIS
§ TERRORIST GUN: GOAL=INSTILL FEAR IN PARIS
§ 240 lb SHELL, 81 Mi. RANGE, 26 Mi. ALT., 3 Min TO REACH PARIS
§ MANNED BY 80 MEN; SURROUNDED BY OTHER CANNONS
§ FIRST WEAPON TO REACH STRATOSPHERE
§ GUNNERS HAD TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT THE CURVATURE OF 

THE EARTH WHEN CALCULATING THEIR SHOT
§ SHELLS USED THICK STEEL TO SURVIVE THE SHOT

§ LEFT CRATER 4 FEET DEEP x 12 FEET WIDE
§ ONLY KILLED 250, WOUNDED 620: MAINLY USED FOR FEAR

*THERE ARE NONE LEFT, 
THE GERMANS 
DESTROYED THEM ALL 
AT THE END OF THE WAR. 
IT PLAYED SUCH A ROLE 
IN THE PSYCHE OF THE 
PARISIANS, THEY ADDED 
IT TO THE TREATY OF 
VERSAILLES THAT THEY 
HAD TO TURN ONE OVER 
THE FRENCH (THEY 
NEVER DID)







MANY NATIONS STILL FIGHTING FOR THEIR OWN NATION STATE...
PRIDE IN YOUR NATION-STATE LEADING ONE TO FIGHT FOR YOUR NATION 

SERBIA
§ 1878 AUSTRIA HUNGARY OCCUPIED 

BOSNIA & HERZEGOVINA
§ SERBS & AUSTRIANS HAD BEEN 

FIGHTING OFF/ON FOR CENTURIES
§ 1908 ANNEXED SAREJEVO
§ SERBS HAD ATTEMPTED MANY 

ASSASSINATION ATTEMPTS ON 
AUSTRIAN OFFICIALS IN BOSNIA

§ THEN…





“EUROPE TODAY IS A POWDER KEG 
   AND THE LEADERS ARE LIKE  
  MEN SMOKING IN AN ARSENAL…

OTTO VON BISMARCK, 1878

A SINGLE SPARK WILL SET OFF 
  AN EXPLOSION THAT WILL   
            CONSUME US  ALL… 
              I CANNOT TELL YOU WHEN 
                 THAT EXPLOSION WILL 
                   OCCUR, BUT I CAN TELL 
                   YOU WHERE… 

SOME DAMNED FOOLISH 
            THING IN THE BALKANS 
       WILL SET IT OFF.”



UNIFICATION OR DEATH (AKA THE BLACK HAND)
§ INSPIRED BY GERMAN/ITALIAN UNIFICATION
§ WANTED UNITED SLAVIC STATE IN THE BALKANS
§ INITIALLY PLANNED TO KILL THE GOVERNOR

OF BOSNIA (ACTUALLY IN THE SAME CAR)
§ FOUND OUT ABOUT THE ARCHDUKE’S

ARRIVAL AND CHANGED TARGETS
§  MORNING OF THE PARADE, SIX 

ASSASSINS TOOK THEIR POSITION ALONG
THE PARADE ROUTE…






