
Colonial Troops at War 
 

Source 1:  
[1/4th] Gurkhas 
(soldiers of Nepalese 
nationality recruited in 
the British Army) at kit 
inspection in Le Sart. 
Flanders. Photographer 
= H.D. Girdwood, 1915 
(The British Library) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Source 2:  
Cavalry patrol of 
Moroccan Spahis (light 
infantry regiments), 
moving into Belgium. 
October, 1914. 
Photographer unknown. 
(The British Library) 
 
“From the very beginning 
of war, colonial troops 
were heavily used in the 
French army. France’s 
population was less than 
half the size of Germany 
with its nearly 80 million 
inhabitants. France’s 
army was consequently 
less numerous... This 
was the main reason 
why, in the pre-war 
years, some French 
generals... promoted the 
organisation and use of colonial troops.” 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/gurkhas-at-kit-inspection
http://vll-minos.bl.uk/collection-items/cavalry-patrol-moroccan-spahis


Source 3:  Togolese men are recruited into the army in German-controlled Togoland, circa 1914. 
Photographer unknown. (From CNN, World War I in Africa) 

 
 
Source 4:  Senegalese soldiers at a Sudanese Camp during World War I. Circa 1914-1918, photographer 
unknown.(From CNN, World War I in Africa) 

 
Source 5: Cameroon-Company in German Southwest Africa during Word War I. (Unknown Date) 

https://www.cnn.com/2014/08/08/world/africa/world-war-in-africa/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2014/08/08/world/africa/world-war-in-africa/index.html


(Source from the Koloniales Bildarchiv, Universitatsbibliothek Frankfurt am Main.) 
 

 
 
Source 6:  Infantry lines North of Jerusalem, near Nebi Samuel, 1917. The Battle of Jerusalem ended up with 
British forces taking control of Jerusalem from the Ottoman Empire. (Library of Congress via The Atlantic) 

 
Source 7: Indian soldiers who served during World War I in France. ca. 1915 (Library of Congress) 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Kamerun-Kompanie_DSWA_1914-15.jpg
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2014/04/world-war-i-in-photos-global-conflict/507335/
https://www.loc.gov/resource/ggbain.17578/


 
 
Source 8:  Landing of colonial troops in the harbor of Boulogne-sur-Mer, France, on June 13, 1917. Known as 
the Black Force by General Charles Mangin, French inspector general of colonial troops, these men were 
relied on by the French army in all the major battles of the war. (Source = British National Library) 

 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/men-from-congo


Source 9:  Annamese 
(colonial troops from 
French Indochina) 
disembarking at Camp 
Saint-Raphael. ca. 1915 
Over the course of the 
war, nearly 100,000 
Indochinese were 
deployed in Europe, most 
as laborers, but several 
thousand also served in 
combat battalions 
(National Library of 
France). 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Source 10:  “A Hero - Bal Bahadur [Brighton, England]”. 
Photographer H.D. Girdwood. 1915. (British Library) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2014/04/world-war-i-in-photos-global-conflict/507335/#img01
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2014/04/world-war-i-in-photos-global-conflict/507335/#img01
https://www.bl.uk/world-war-one/articles/colonial-troops


Source 11: “The Chinese Labor Corps on the Western Front” - likely ca. 1917-1918 (British National Library) 

 
 
Source 12: Nashat Bey, & Red Crescent Staff at the English Hospital, Jerusalem, 1917. From World War I in 
Palestine and the Sinai.” (Library of Congress) 

 

https://www.bl.uk/collection-items/photographs-of-the-chinese-labour-corps-in-france
https://www.loc.gov/resource/ppmsca.13709/?sp=210

