
Sources of World War I and World War II 
 
For this activity you will find a primary source that represents one of the causes of World War I and another 
source that represents one of the causes of World War II. The caveat - the source can’t be something already 
used by the teacher. So you can’t simply go to an old PowerPoint/Google Slides and find something off of one 
of my slides. You have to find something yourself! (A few websites below.) 
 
Next, you will EXPLAIN HOW each of those sources represents World War I and World War II. Be prepared to 
share with a small group your source and explanation for each war!  
 

Source: Cause of World War I Source: Cause of World War II 

 
 

 

Explanation of the Source Explanation of the Source 

 
 

 

 
 
Possible Websites: (There are a lot of other options, but these give you a place to start!) 
 
World War I 
DocsTeach WWI 
Library of Congress WWI 
National World War I Museum Collections 
 
World War II 
World War II Military History 
World War II Primary Sources Library 
World War II Atlantic Article with Pictures 
 

https://www.docsteach.org/topics/wwi
https://www.loc.gov/topics/world-war-i/
https://www.theworldwar.org/explore/online-collections-database
https://guides.lib.uw.edu/research/history-military/wwii
https://libguides.fau.edu/c.php?g=325382&p=2526108
https://www.theatlantic.com/photo/2011/07/world-war-ii-conflict-spreads-around-the-globe/100107/

