


THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. 
IT’S WHAT YOU SHOULD 
FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 



§ NORTH ATLANTIC TREATY ORGANIZATION
§ FOUNDED IN APRIL 1949
§ BEGAN AS AN ALLIANCE BETWEEN 

FRANCE, UK, & USA IN CASE OF A 
POST WWII ATTACK FROM GERMANY 
AND/OR THE SOVIET UNION

§ LARGELY UNUSED UNTIL KOREAN WAR
§ NATIONS ONLY CAME TO THE DEFENSE 

OF A MEMBER FOLLOWING 9/11 BY 
SENDING TROOPS TO AFGHANISTAN

§ WARSAW TREATY ORGANIZATION (PACT)
§ FOUNDED IN MAY 1955
§ IN RESPONSE TO WEST GERMANY’S 

ADMISSION INTO NATO
§ FEARED RE-ARMED GERMANY

§ NATO & WARSAW PACT MEMBERS 
NEVER DIRECTLY WAGED WAR AGAINST 
EACH OTHER DURING THE COLD WAR 
FROM 1955-1991



“Peace can not be achieved with separation, but with the aspiration towards collective security in global 
terms and expansion of freedom, as well as terminating the domination of one country over another."

§ 120 NATIONS NOT ALIGNED TO ANY POWER BLOC (2ND LARGEST GLOBAL ORGANIZATION, 1ST=UN)

MEMBER NATIONS 
(AS OF 2009)
MEMBER STATES

OBSERVER STATES

§ FOUNDED BY NEWLY INDEPENDENT NATIONS IN                1961 WITH A GOAL TO GUARD THEIR
INDEPENDENCE BY “IN FACE OF COMPLEX                            INTERNATIONAL                          SITUATION 
DEMANDING ALLEGIANCE                   TO EITHER                                         TWO                            WARRING 
SUPERPOWERS (NEHRU)”      

NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT



CONTAINMENT



TRUMAN DOCTRINE
§ FINANCIAL CONTAINMENT OF COMMUNISM
§ GREECE & TURKEY WERE ON THE FRONT 

LINES OF THE COLD WAR:
§ TURKEY: USSR PRESSURING FOR ACCESS 

TO THE MEDITERRANEAN
§ GREECE: COMMUNISTS WERE TRYING TO

OVERTHROW THE GOVERNMENT
§ THE MONROE DOCTRINE IS DEAD…



TRUMAN DOCTRINE



DOMINO THEORY
§ COINED BY EISENHOWER IN 

1954 AS THE “FALLING 
DOMINO PRINCIPLE”

§ IF ONE COUNTRY FALLS TO 
COMMUNISM…
§ THEN THEIR NEIGHBOR,
§ THEN THEIR NEIGHBOR,
§ THEN THEIR NEIGHBOR,
§ THEN THEIR NEIGHBOR,
§ THEN THEIR NEIGHBOR…



IRON CURTAIN
§ WINSTON CHURCHILL LABELLED THE 

NON-PHYSICAL BOUNDARY DIVIDING 
EUROPE IN A SPEECH GIVEN IN MISSOURI 
IN 1946

§ NAMED FOR THE FIREPROOF CURTAIN (IRON CURTAIN IN BRITAIN) 
IN A THEATER THAT DIVIDES THE STAGE FROM THE AUDIENCE IN 
CASE OF A FIRE TO GIVE THE AUDIENCE TIME TO EVACUATE



DETERRENCE
§ POLICY INTENDED TO STOP AN ENEMY 

FROM ATTACKING IN THE FIRST PLACE
§ THE DETERRENT MUST ALWAYS BE 

READY, BUT NEVER USED…
§ ROBERT McNAMARA WAS SECRETARY OF 

STATE FROM 1961-1968 WITH AN EXAMPLEà

NUCLEAR ARSENALS (1945-2005)



MUTUALLY ASSURED DESTRUCTIONM           A         D



ATOMIC CAFE

§ THE THREAT OF NUCLEAR ANNIHILATION WAS OMNIPRESENT IN THE MID 20TH CENTURY
§ HERE, YOU SEE THE MOST FAMOUS OF THESE FILMS THAT WAS SHOWN TO CHILDREN IN 

THE 1950s and 1960s: DUCK & COVER 





EVERY NUCLEAR WEAPON
DETONATION SINCE 1945





SPACE RACE

1957
1ST ICBM
SPUTNIK

LAIKA

1959
LUNA 1=
1ST LUNAR 

SPACECRAFT

1959
LUNA 2=
1ST LUNAR 

IMPACT

1960
SPUTNIK 5 =

1ST ANIMALS TO 
RETURN (BELKA 

& STRELKA)

1961
VOSTOK 1 =
1ST MAN IN SPACE 
(YURI GAGARIN)

1961
FREEDOM 7=

1ST HUMAN 
CONTROLLED 
SPACECRAFT

(ALAN SHEPARD)

1963
VOSTOK 6 =
1ST WOMAN IN SPACE 

(VALENTINA 
TERSHKOVA)

1965
MARINER 4=
1ST MARS FLYBY

1968
APOLLO 8=
1ST MANNED TRIP 
TO REACH MOON

1969
APOLLO 11=

1ST TO LAND ON 
THE MOON
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YALTA CONFERENCE
UNFORTUNATELY FOR YOU, THE COLD WAR DIDN’T START 
WITH ONE EVENT OR IDEA… SO, LET’S PIECE IT TOGETHER:  

MARSHALL PLAN
MILITARY INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX

CONTAINMENT
TRUMAN DOCTRINE

DOMINO THEORY
DETERRENCE


