
Non-Violent Leaders Literature Circle 
 
Learning Target: I can explain the impact of non-violent leaders like 
Mahatma Gandhi, Martin Luther King Jr., and Nelson Mandela. 
 
We will be reading an article to provide background, as well as 
excerpts from the famous speeches given by the “Trinity” of 
Non-violence - Gandhi, King, and Mandela. I’ve also included a few 
short articles about women in the non-violence movements. Then 
you will participate in a Literature Circle (small group) discussion 
based on those excerpts.  
 

● New Jurist Article - Gandhi, Mandela and King: The Trinity of 
Nonviolent Civil Resistance 

● Excerpts from Mahatma Gandhi’s “Quit India” Speech 1942 
○ Women in the Indian Independence Movement Article 

● Excerpts from Martin Luther King Jr’s “I Have a Dream” Speech in 1963 
○ Last 5 Minutes of the Speech on Youtube 
○ Women in the Civil Rights Movement 

● Excerpts from Nelson Mandela’s “I am prepared to die” Speech in 1964 
○ Listen to the last 10 minutes of the speech on the soundcloud to hear him as you read it  
○ Women in the Anti-Apartheid Movement 

 
Literature Circle Roles and Procedure: 
 

1. You will take one of the roles below in order to facilitate the discussion surrounding the excerpts.  You will 
be expected to turn in what you have brought with you, so come to class prepared. Of course, depending on 
the number of people who choose each source, there may be more than one of each role in a group. 
 
*Note - if you have extra people in the group, you can double up on any role EXCEPT Discussion Director. It 
just gets too awkward to have that many people asking questions. :) 
 

a. Discussion Director: You will develop a list of questions that your group might want to discuss. 
These should facilitate discussion and not be “yes or no” or “simple to answer” questions. You could 
even focus on some of the AP World course themes! 
 

b. Connector:  You will find connections between what you read and the textbook, what you already 
know, other units and time periods, etc. You are welcome to discuss any other connections that 
strike you as well, even personal connections. 

 
c. Literary Luminary:  You will locate a few special sections or quotations in the texts for your group 

to discuss. The idea is to help your peers dig into some interesting, powerful, puzzling, or important 
sections of the article and the speeches and think about them more carefully. As you decide which 
passages are worth going back to, be sure to write out why you picked each section.  
 

d. Researcher:  You will find some information or material that helps your group to better understand 
the people and the speeches. This is NOT a research paper! Just investigate something that really 
interests you. It can be about the time period, the setting, the author, things that might have 
influenced the authors of the speeches, why nonviolence worked for them, etc. 

 

https://newjurist.com/the-trinity-of-nonviolent-civil-resistance.html
https://newjurist.com/the-trinity-of-nonviolent-civil-resistance.html
http://www.phschool.com/atschool/primary_sources/all-india_congress_speech.html
https://thewire.in/women/women-dandi-march-gandhi
https://www.gilderlehrman.org/sites/default/files/inline-pdfs/king.dreamspeech.excerpts.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vDWWy4CMhE
https://www.history.com/news/six-unsung-heroines-of-the-civil-rights-movement
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2013/12/06/249210908/listen-two-mandela-speeches-that-made-history
https://www.facinghistory.org/confronting-apartheid/chapter-2/women-rise-against-apartheid-and-change-movement


2. When you get to class, you will get into your small group and have an in depth discussion concerning the 
excerpts and article. It will be led by the discussion director, but everyone will be expected to participate 
heartily through the lens of their roles and more.  
 

3. After the original lit circle we will come back as a class to discuss the sources, your personal opinions, their 
historical importance, if you think it’s important for others to know, important connections, etc.  


