


THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. 
IT’S WHAT YOU SHOULD 
FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 





1963: THE “RED 
PHONE” WAS A 
TELETYPE LINKING 
MOSCOW & DC

1967: PRESIDENT LBJ MEETS 
WITH SOVIET PRIME MINISTER 
KOSYGIN IN GLASSBORO NEW 
JERSEY TO DISCUSS RELATIONS

1968: LBJ WITH THE NON-
PROLIFERATION TREATY 191 
STATES HAVE SIGNED. NON-
SIGNERS: INDIA, PAKISTAN, N KOREA. 

1971: PING-PONG 
DIPLOMACY: CHINESE 
PLAYER GAVE PRINT TO 
US PLAYER IN JAPAN. 
OPENED US-CHINA 
RELATIONS FOR 1ST TIME

1972: PRESIDENT NIXON AND 
PREMIER BREZHNEV SIGNED SALT 
(STRATEGIC ARMS LIMITATION 
TREATY) LIMITING NUCLEAR 
CAPABILITES OF BOTH: US & USSR

1972: AFTER YEARS OF NO CONTACT, 
NIXON SOUGHT TO NORMALIZE 
RELATIONS VIA THIS TRIP. RELATIONS 
WERE FULLY NORMALIZED IN 1979. GOAL: 
GAIN LEVERAGE OVER USSRà

1975: 1ST INTERNATIONAL SPACE 
MISSION: APOLLO DOCKED WITH THE 
SOVIET SOYUZ. WATCHED BY MILLIONS 
WORLDWIDE. LAST US SPACE MISSION 
PRIOR TO THE SPACE SHUTTLE IN 1981



§ 1978: AFGHAN 
COMMUNIST PARTY 
TOOK POWER IN COUP

§ AFGHANS HATED THE 
COMMUNISTS (ESPEC.
IN RURAL AREAS)
§ 80+% OF AFGH WAS 

OUTSIDE OF GOV’T 
CONTROL

§ MUJAHADEEN 
FIGHTERà

§ AFGHANISTAN ROSE UP
IN FULL REBELLION

§ SOVIET UNION INVADED
TO HELP AFGHAN
COMMUNIST GOV’T

§ PROXY WAR ENSUED
§ KNOWN AS THE 

“SOVIET VIETNAM” OR 
“THE BEAR TRAP”

§ LASTED FROM 1979-89

SOVIET-AFGHAN WAR
SOUND TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE? YOU KNEW THIS WOULDN’T LAST…

§ INVASION WAS 
PROTESTED BY THE UN 
BY A VOTE OF 104-18
§ SOVIET ALLIES 

VOTED WITH USSR
§ MIKHAIL GORBACHEV 

BEGAN TO WITHDRAW 
TROOPS IN 1987
§ MAJOR FACTOR IN 

THE FALL OF THE 
SOVIET UNION



SOUND TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE? YOU KNEW THIS WOULDN’T LAST…

SOVIET-AFGHAN WAR



ENOUGH WARFARE… LET’S MOVE ON TO WHAT REALLY MATTERS: SPORTS

§ THE SUMMER & WINTER OLYMPICS 
USED TO BE DONE IN THE SAME 
YEAR

§ THE 1980 GAMES ARE FAMOUS 
FOR ONE REASON:

§ AMERICAN ERIC HEIDEN’S 
UNPRECEDENTED FIVE GOLD 
MEDALS IN SPEED SKATING!!!
§ THE MOST INDIVIDUAL GOLDS 

AT ONE OLYMPICS
§ (TIED WITH PHELPS)

§ ONLY SPEEDSKATER TO WIN 
ALL FIVE SPEED SKATING 
EVENTS AT ONE OLYMPICS 

§  HE WON MORE GOLDS THAN 
ANY OTHER COUNTRY 
(BESIDES USSR & E. GERMAN)

§ THERE WAS ONE OTHER 
LESSER KNOWN EVENT…



ENOUGH WARFARE… LET’S MOVE ON TO WHAT REALLY MATTERS: SPORTS
§ THE SOVIETS INVADED AFGHAN. IN DEC 1979
§ WINTER OLYMPICS=FEBRUARY 1980

§ MAKING THIS EVEN MORE POIGNANT
§ LAKE PLACID IS IN NEW YORK, USA
§ THE SUMMER GAMES IN 1980=MOSCOW

§ 60+ NATIONS JOINED THE BOYCOTT
§ NBC CANCELLED THE BROADCAST



ENOUGH SPORTS… LET’S MOVE ON TO WHAT REALLY MATTERS: MORE SPORTS

BLUE NATIONS=BOYCOTTED THE 1984 GAMES



ENOUGH SPORTS… LET’S MOVE ON TO WHAT REALLY MATTERS: MORE SPORTS



WE’VE FOUGHT OVER LAND. WE’VE FOUGHT OVER SEAS. WE’VE FOUGHT IN THE 
AIR… THERE’S ONLY ONE FRONTIER LEFT…

A few decades ago, the Americans 
decided to fight the Soviets
far, far away…  





§ STRATEGIC DEFENSE INITIATIVE
§ REAGAN HATED/FEARED M.A.D.
§ CALLED M.A.D. A SUICIDE PACT
§ DEVELOPED SDI (AKAà)

TO DEVELOP A SYSTEM THAT 
WOULD RENDER A NUCLEAR 
ATTACK OBSOLETE

§ HOW? MISSILE DEFENSE SYSTEM
§ USING LASERS & PARTICLE BEAMS

§ HUGE INVESTMENTS IN LABS, 
UNIVERSITIES, AND DEFENSE
CONTRACTORS











§ RAN FROM 1983-1993
§ THESE TECHNOLOGIES WERE YEARS OR

DECADES AWAY FROM BEING A 
REALITY
§ ONE GROUP POSITED THAT IT 

WOULD TAKE A DECADE OF 
RESEARCH TO EVEN KNOW IF 
THIS STUFF WAS EVEN POSSIBLE

§ BUT THE SOVIETS WERE OBSESSED WITH 
STAR WARS & IT WAS A KEY 
NEGOTIATING PIECE IN ARMS DEALS



§ USSR WAS A GERONTOCRACY-GOV’T BY OLDER PEOPLE 
§ THE POLITBURO HAD AN AVERAGE AGE OF 70

§ USSR HAD 3 RULERS IN 3 YEARS
§ 1. BREZHNEV DIED AT 75

§ COULDN’T SPEAK HIS FINAL TWO YEARS
§ 2. ANDROPOV TOOK OVER AT 68 

§ SICK WITH KIDNEY DISEASE, DIED IN 15 MO.
§ 3. CHERNENKO TOOK OVER AT 72

§ HEAVY SMOKER SINCE AGE 9, DIED IN 13 MO.
§ “HOW AM I SUPPOSED TO GET ANYPLACE WITH THE 

RUSSIANS IF THEY KEEP DYING ON ME?!”-REAGAN, 1985
§ ßPOLITBURO CHOSE THEIR YOUNGEST MEMBER (54)



FROM 1985-1988, US PRESIDENT & SOVIET PREMIERE MET IN 4 SUMMIT CONFERENCES
§ THE 1980s WERE NOT GREAT FOR THE UNION OF SOVIET SOCIALIST REPUBLICS…

§ 1. MILITARY EXPENSES OF THE ARMS RACE, STAR WARS & WAR IN AFGHANISTAN
§ 2. COLLECTIVIZED AGRICULTURE CANNOT PRODUCE ENOUGH FOOD
§ 3. PLANNED MANUFACTURING COULD NOT KEEP UP WITH AMERICAN INDUSTRY
§ 4. OIL PRICES FELL TO 1/3 OF PREVIOUS COST (#1 SOVIET EXPORT)

§ SIGNED SERIES OF ARMS REDUCTION TREATIES
§ 1988 SUMMIT=MOSCOW; REAGAN SAID “EVIL EMPIRE” LINE WAS NO LONGER TRUE



“PRESIDENT GORBACHEV & I DISCOVERED A SORT OF A BOND, A FRIENDSHIP THAT 
WE THOUGHT COULD BECOME SUCH A BOND BETWEEN ALL THE PEOPLE.”

REAGAN’S GOT JOKES…

A JOKE HE TOLD 
GORBACHEV

A JOKE HE 
DIDN’T TELL 
GORBACHEV



§ NUCLEAR ACCIDENT (4/26/86) 
DURING SAFETY TEST
§ “LIKE EXPERIMENTING WITH 

THE ENGINES MIDFLIGHT”
§ WORST NUCLEAR DISASTER IN 

HISTORY
§ ~10,000 FATALITIES
§ CLEANUP COST=$68 BILLION
§ CLEANUP SCHEDULED FOR 

COMPLETION IN 2065 
§ GORBACHEV HAD WANTED TO GET RID OF ALL NUKES BY 2000 CE
§ ONE SS-18 ROCKET COULD DELIVER 100s OF CHERNOBYLS
§ LED HIM TO SEEK AMICABLE, OPEN (GLASNOST)END TO COLD WAR

§ BETWEEN US-SOVIET SCIENTISTS AND US-SOVIET LEADERS
§ SECRETIVE SOVIET POLICIES HID A FLAW THAT COULD’VE AVOIDED THIS



ACCORDING TO GORBACHEV, THE REASON THE USSR FELL WASN’T THE USA. IT WAS:



§ “OPENNESS” OR “PUBLICITY”
§ ESPECIALLY IN HOW THE 

GOVERNMENT WORKED
§ RELAXATION OF CENSORSH.
§ POL. PRISONERS RELEASED
§ TRAVEL RESTRICT. LIFTED

§ ESP. WITH THE USA

§ ECONOMIC “RESTRUCTURING”
§ ATTEMPT TO FIX ECONOMY
§ OUTPUT LEVELS BASED ON 

SUPPLY & DEMAND, NOT GOV.

§ MEMBER STATES BEGAN TO PUSH FOR INDEP.
§ COUP-KGB LED ATTEMPT TO 

OVERTHROW GORBACHEV, FAILED
§ GORBY RESIGNED, ELECTIONS HELD
§ BORIS YELTSIN ELECTED
§ (BUT THIS ISN’T UNTIL 1991…)

GORBACHEV HAD TWO MAJOR POLICIES THAT REFORMED & OPENED UP THE USSR:



MR. GORBACHEV, TEAR DOWN THIS WALL 
§ PRESIDENT REAGAN ARRIVED IN BERLIN ON JUNE 12, 1987

§ IN FRONT OF THE HISTORIC BRANDENBURG GATE (BUILT BY IN 1798)
§ BEHIND TWO PANES OF BULLETPROOF GLASS 
§ STAFFERS FEARED THIS WOULD THIS WOULD WORSEN RELATIONS WITH USSR

§ AUTHOR OF THE SPEECH WAS INSPIRED BY A CONVERSATION WITH A WEST 

BERLINER: “IF THIS MAN GORBACHEV IS SERIOUS WITH 
HIS TALK OF GLASNOST & PERESTROIKA, HE CAN 
PROVE IT BY GETTING RID OF THIS WALL.”



MR. GORBACHEV, TEAR DOWN THIS WALL 



MEANWHILE, IN THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA… MAO DIES…

§ AFTER A STRUGGLE FOR POWER, DENG COMES TO POWER
§ REOPENED RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES

§ FOUR MODERNIZATIONS:
§ 1. AGRIC. 2. DEFENSE 3. INDUSTRY 4. SCIENCE/TECH

§ SOCIALISM WITH CHINESE CHARACTERISTICS
§ REFORMS & OPENING UP CHINA TO THE WORLD
§ NEW CONSTITUTION (SAME ONE THEY USE TODAY)

§ USED TO COUNTER BOOMING POPUL. 
§ 1979-2009: STOPPED 200 MILLION BIRTHS
§ ONLY AFFECTS 36% OF POPULATION
§ NO RESTRICTIONS ON CERTAIN 

MINORITIES

DENG XIAOPING



§ LARGE AMOUNT OF OUTSIDE INFO WAS 
POURING INTO CHINA (AFTER CUL REV)

§ STUDENTS BEGAN PROTESTING THE SLOW 
PACE OF REFORMS

§ STUDENTS, INTELLECTUALS, ET AL 
CAMPED IN TIANANMEN SQUARE

§ DEMANDS:
§ DEMOCRACY
§ END CORRUPTION
§ GREATER FREEDOMS

§ DENG DECLARED MARTIAL LAW
§ ARMED FORCES WERE BROUGHT IN TO 

CLEAR THE STREETS OF PROTESTORS
§ 2,000+ DEATHS (according to Red Cross)

DENG XIAOPING



ARTIST:BADIUCAO



FALL OF THE BERLIN WALL



COLLAPSE OF THE SOVIET UNION



COLLAPSE OF THE SOVIET UNION



I’VE PROBABLY ONLY MENTIONED THIS 1,000,000 TIMES, BUT… 

I HAVE A 
YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL!

THIS
VIDEO
MIGHT 
HELP 
HERE 



THIS IS THE THEMATIC FOCUS. 
IT’S WHAT YOU SHOULD 
FOCUS ON FOR THIS SECTION 


