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United States 

Soviet Union 

PREQUEL TO 
THE COLD WAR 

Tsar Nicholas II 

Once Upon a Time… 

In 1917 removed 
from power 

Russian Revolution Power 
struggle 

The Bolsheviks, a 
radical socialist group 
led by Lenin took over 

Russian Revolution 
The new 
Bolshevik 

government 
pulled Russia out 

of World War I 
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Red Army: 
•  Fought 

for 
Bolshevik 
form of 
socialism 

White 
Army: 
•  Loose 

alliance 
fighting the 
Bolsheviks 

RUSSIAN CIVIL WAR 

The United States & other allied nations supported the 
“White Army” which sought to stop the Bolshevik Revolution  

Allied support 
for the White 
army was 
intended to 
keep Russia in 
the war and to 
stop 
communism. 

Further fueled 
Communist 
DISTRUST OF 
THE WEST 

Ideological conflict between 
capitalism and communism 
 

Soviet communism: 
•  The state 

controlled all 
property and 
economic activity 

•  Politics: 
Communist Party 
had complete 
control 

American capitalism: 
•  Private citizens 

controlled most 
economic activity 

•  Politics: 
democratic 
elections amongst 
competing political 
parties 

The Soviet Union 
advocated for a worldwide 
socialist revolution 

NO RECOGNITION You better recognize! 
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•  Anti-capitalist 
•  Advocated a 

worldwide 
revolution 

•  Brutal 
dictator  

JOSEPH STALIN 

Aug. 23, 1939 the Soviet Union and 
Germany signed a nonaggression pact. 

With the danger of a two-

front war eliminated, the 

fate of Poland was sealed.  The Axis powers 
conquered most of 

the continent 

WORLD WAR II IN EUROPE 

Operation 
Barbarossa 
(June 1941) 

Hitler 
invaded the 
Soviet Union 

LEND LEASE SUPPLIES 
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Franklin D. 
Roosevelt, 
Joseph 
Stalin, & 
Winston 
Churchill 

BIG THREE 

The U.S. and the Soviet 
Union set aside their 
differences in order to 
work together to defeat the 
Axis powers 

Wartime 
disagreements 
emerged 
amongst the 
“Big Three” 
 

Stalin 
demanded a 
SECOND 

FRONT from 
Churchill and 

FDR 

FDR & Churchill decided 

to 1st  invade through N. 

Africa and go up the “soft 

under belly” o
f Europe. 

Debate over 
Wartime 
Strategy 

Battle of Stalingrad 

Manhattan Project 

TENSIONS DURING WORLD WAR II 

The decision to use the atomic bomb 

• Soviets 
excluded 
from the 
development 
of the 
atomic bomb 

The U.S. and the Soviets had very 
different visions for Eastern Europe 

POSTWAR EUROPE 

Yalta Conference 

Feb. 1945 
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Soviets ignored free elections promised at 
the Yalta Conference 

Subscribe to  

Productions 


