
THESIS WRITING 

“Good theses are the foundations of good arguments.” – Steve Heimler 
 

Prompt:  
“Evaluate the extent to which the Portuguese transformed maritime trade 
in the Indian Ocean in the sixteenth century.” 
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Student Sample 1a: 
 

 
1/1 “Good” 
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Student Sample 1b: 

 
1/1 “Great” 
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Student Sample 1c: 

1/1 “Okay but almost bad” 

 
 
Complex: 

 
 
Simplified: 

 


